Weekly Compilation of 


Presidential 
Documents 


Monday, February 11, 1991 
Volume 27—Number 6 
Pages 109-155 





Contents 


Addresses to the Nation 
National Day of Prayer—117 


Addresses and Remarks 


Boy Scouts of America, meeting—120 

Cherry Point, NC, Marine Corps Air Station, 
community members, meeting—109 

Economic Club of New York, meeting—139 

Fort Stewart, GA, community members, 
meeting—112 

Goldsboro, NC, Seymour Johnson Air Force 
Base, community members, meeting—110 

National Governors Association, meeting—119 


Announcements 


Points of Light daily recognition program—152 


Appointments and Nominations 


Commerce Department, Deputy Secretary— 
134 


Justice Department, Special Counsel (Financial 
Institutions Fraud Unit)}—152 


Bill Signings 


Agent Orange Act of 1991 
Remarks—135 
Statement—136 
Veterans’ Compensation Amendments of 1991 
Remarks—135 
Statement—136 


Communications to Congress 


Budget Message of the President—117 

Federal energy conservation activities report, 
message—137 

Federal Labor Relations Authority report, 
message—137 

Trade beneficiary country designations 
Central African Republic, letter—125 
Chile, letter—122 
Namibia, letter—125 
Paraguay, letter—125 


WEEKLY COMPILATION OF 


PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 








Published every Monday by the Office of the Federal Register, 
National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, DC 
20408, the Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents con- 
tains statements, messages, and other Presidential materials re- 
leased by the White House during the preceding week. 

The Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents is pub- 
lished pursuant to the authority contained in the Federal Register 
Act (49 Stat. 500, as amended; 44 U.S.C. Ch. 15), under regula- 





Communications to Federal Agencies 


Presidential Design Awards Program, 
memorandum—151 


Executive Orders 


Additions to Level IV of the Executive 
Schedule—125 
Providing for Federal Pay Administration—114 


Interviews With the News Media 


News conference, February 5 (No. 71)—125 
White House press corps—138, 151 


Joint Statements 


Free-trade negotiations, Canada-Mexico-United 
States—133 


Proclamations 


American Heart Month—149 

For a National Day of Prayer—116 

Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the U:S., 
Generalized System of Preferences, 
amendments—121, 123 

=" Visiting Nurse Associations Week— 
134 

National Women and Girls in Sports Day—150 


Statements by the President 
Death of Danny Thomas—137 
Statements Other Than Presidential 


Generalized System of Preferences, designation 
of Central African Republic, Chile, Namibia, 
and Paraguay as beneficiary countries—122 

South Africa, President Bush’s telephone 
conversation with President de Klerk—125 


Supplementary Materials 


Acts approved by the President—155 

Checklist of White House press releases—155 

Digest of other White House announcements— 
152 

Nominations submitted to the Senate—154 


tions prescribed by the Administrative Committee of the Federal 
Register, approved by the President (37 FR 23607; 1 CFR Part 
10). 

Distribution is made only by the Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, Government Printing Office, Seen, DC 20402. The 
Weekly Compilation of Presid ts will be furnished 
by mail to domestic subscribers for ‘eonae per year ($96.00 for 
mailing first class) and to foreign subscribers for $68.75 per year, 
payable to the Superintendent of Documents, Government Print- 
ing Office, Washington, DC 20402. The charge for a single copy is 
$2.00 ($2.50 for foreign mailing). 


There are no restrictions on the republication of material ap- 
pearing in the Weekly Compilation of P: 1D 











Week Ending Friday, February 8, 1991 


Remarks to Community Members at 
Cherry Point Marine Corps Air Station 
in North Carolina 


February 1, 1991 


Thank you very much for that warm wel- 
come. And it’s a wonderful honor to be in- 
troduced by Ms. Hearney, whose husband is 
doing such an outstanding job for the coun- 
try. Let me salute the Secretary of the 
Navy, Larry Garrett; of course, General Al 
Gray, upon whom I depend so much as a 
member of the Joint Chiefs; and General 
Mundy and General Richwine and Colonel 
McDyre and, of course, Governor Martin, 
the Governor of this great State—an old 
friend, Jim Martin; and Mrs. Krulak and 
Mrs. Sutton; families and friends and mem- 
bers of “the few, the proud, the Marines.” 

There’s a song which speaks of “Carolina 
in the Morning.” Well, I am very pleased to 
be here this morning to salute all of you 
who form the magnificent Carolina MAGTF 
[Marine Air Ground Task Force]. 

Admiral Bull Halsey—if you'll forgive me, 
a Navy man—{laughter|—once called you 
“not merely the elite Corps of this country 
but the elite Corps of this world.” And I 
agree. Let me tell you, it’s a real privilege— 
and I mean that—to be at a home base of 
the United States Marine Corps. 

For 216 years, the corps has helped write 
the story of America. And today—in war- 
time, as in peacetime—you write that story 
still. It is the story of Semper Fi—Always 
Faithful—to the liberty which set men free. 

My squadron helped cover the landings 
at Guam and Saipan, and I was way up 
there and those marines were way down 
there. And I saw their courage then, first- 
hand. Think of the marines storming the 
beaches at Iwo; or taking the shell-torn 
ridges at Chosin, Guadalcanal; patrolling 
the skies from Okinawa to Korea; and now 
in Saudi Arabia. 

As I said Tuesday night in my State of the 
Union speech, to be an American means 
writing new chapters in this story. It means 


enlisting in the cause of liberty and under- 
taking the hard work of freedom—a cause 
which, today in the Persian Gulf, your col- 
leagues, friends, above all, families have 
bravely and willingly borne as marines have 
always done. 

It comes as little surprise that the first 
ground engagement in the Gulf involved 
marines. It comes as no surprise that the 
marines fought with great distinction and 
fought very bravely. Their professionalism 
and sacrifice will end the nightmare—I’m 
absolutely confident of that—will end the 
nightmare of Iraq’s brutal occupation and 
ensure that Kuwait is once again free. 

What’s this T-shirt up here? 

No, but their courage and commitment 
will help punish aggression and protect our 
new world order from the tyranny of ruth- 
less dictators with no concern for human 
life. 

We’re now more than 2 weeks into Oper- 
ation Desert Storm. My report to you today 
is that we are on course, we are on sched- 
ule, and things go well. Day by day, night 
by night, Iraq’s capacity to wage war is 
being systematically destroyed by U.S. and 
coalition military forces. And our invest- 
ment, our training, and our planning are 
paying off. And yes, achieving our goals will 
require time and sacrifice, but we will pre- 
vail—make no mistake about that. And 
when we do—and when we do, we will 
have taught a dangerous tyrant and those 
few who would follow in his footsteps that 
there is no place for lawless aggression in 
this critical region and in the new world 
order that we seek to create. 

Every day, I think of our brave service 
men and women like the 2d Marine Air- 
wing, 11 squadrons and 2 battalions de- 
ployed in the Gulf; the 2d Marine Division; 
and the 2d Force Service Support Group. 
Ninety percent of their members are de- 
ployed in the Gulf. And they, too, believe in 
a cause larger than themselves. And most of 
all, we think of all those who have given 
the last full measure of devotion, and I will 
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always keep a place in my heart for the 
memories and especially for the families of 
these American heroes. 

I’m told that not far from here yellow 
ribbons stretch as far as the eye can see. 
And they show what a former President, a 
former general, Dwight Eisenhower, meant 
when he said, “Morale is the greatest single 
factor in successful wars.” The communities 
of Jacksonville and Havelock care. And so, 
like communities all across America, they’ve 
joined hands to support military troops and 
their families. And I think of your schools, 
touching troops with their letters and their 
love. And the “Key Wives Program,” link- 
ing families and hearts. And if there’s 
anyone around this country who wonders 
what we're fighting for, they need look no 
farther than right here in this room. 

Unfortunately, there are no medals of 
valor for military families. If there were, 
there would be as much decoration on your 
chests as there is pride within them. Two 
weeks ago, a monument was dedicated a 
mile from here. It has five service seals and 
this inscription: “Operation Desert Storm: 
This beacon burning bright is a constant 
reminder of Havelock’s home fires burning 
in support of our military men and women 
and their families.” To all of you—spouses, 
children, parents, loved ones, marines— 
you're doing more than just keeping the 
home fires burning. Your dedication and 
bravery is lighting the heart—believe me— 
it is lighting the heart of every American. 
You’re hastening the day when your men 
and women will come home. And let me 
repeat this to the families: We will stay in 
the Gulf for as long as necessary, but not 
one day longer than it takes us to complete 
this mission. 

Today, in the Gulf, marines are enduring 
much to keep America strong and great. 
Let me leave you with words that were 
written more than a century ago. Back 
then, the marines had just landed on an- 
other distant shore, and a reporter wrote, 
“The Marines have landed, and the situa- 
tion is well in hand.” Nothing has changed, 
and nothing will. 

You know, I heard on the radio the Presi- 
dent is going to North Carolina to lift the 
morale of the people. Let me assure you, 
it’s the other way around after seeing this 
group. 
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So, thank you, thank you for your sup- 
port. God bless you and this great country. 
And most of all, God bless the finest sol- 
diers, sailors, airmen, coastguardsmen, and 
marines any nation has ever had. Thank 
you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 8:43 a.m. in a 
hangar at the station. In his remarks, he 
referred to Maggie Hearney, wife of Rich- 
ard D. Hearney, commanding general, 2d 
Marine Air Wing; Lt. Gen. Carl E. Mundy, 
Jr, commanding general, Fleet Marine 
Force, Atlantic; Brig. Gen. David A. Rich- 
wine, commanding general, Marine Corps 
Air Station, Cherry Point; Col. Daniel B. 
McDyre, commander, 2d Marine Aircraft 
Wing; Zandra Krulak, wife of Brig. Gen. 
Charles C. Krulak, commanding general, 2d 
Forces Service Support Group; and Linda 
Sutton, wife of Brig. Gen. Russell H. Sutton, 
Director, Operations Division, Plans, Poli- 
cies, and Operations Department. 


Remarks to Community Members at 
Seymour Johnson Air Force Base in 
Goldsboro, North Carolina 


February 1, 1991 


Thank you so very much. Cynthia, thank 
you for that introduction. This is the warm- 
est picnic on a cold day I’ve ever attended, 
I'll tell you. And really, it’s great to be here 
at Seymour Johnson, home of the 4th Tacti- 
cal Fighter Wing—the “Rocketeers” and 
the “Chiefs”—as well as these great refuel- 
ing units, the 68th and the 916th. And let 
me just pay my respects and say what an 
unbelievable job Colonel “Jumbo” Wray is 
doing here on this base. We’re very proud 
of him. While your wing commander, Colo- 
nel Hornburg, is deployed with Desert 
Storm, “Jumbo” is filling in, doing just 
great. 

And I’m also glad to see a man that flew 
over with me from our last stop—that’s 
Governor Martin out here, the Governor of 
this State. Congressman Martin Lancaster, 
from this district, and I am very proud he is 
with us here today. And, of course, the 
mayor, Mayor Plunk, is with us, too. And I 
wanted to specifically thank the military af- 





fairs committee of the Wayne County 
Chamber of Commerce for hosting this fan- 
tastic picnic. I don’t believe I’ve had so 
much fun in a long, long time. 

And, of course, I do want to salute two 
others: our very able Secretary of the Air 
Force that you just met, Don Rice back 
there, as well as the Air Force Chief of 
Staff, General Tony McPeak, both of them 
doing a fantastic job for our country. 

This is a three-stop day for me. We just 
came here from the Marine Air Station at 
Cherry Point, and from here we head to 
Fort Stewart. But I want to tell you how 
very pleased I am to be able to spend some 
time meeting and talking to at least some of 
you—especially the kids—because I know in 
my heart how tough these days can be. 
There’s a lot of waiting, a lot of uncertain- 
ty—the not knowing. But each of you do 
know this: The men and women from Sey- 
mour Johnson are doing a fantastic job for 
this country, and we are very, very grateful. 

You’ve got the tactical fighters and the 
refuelers and the medical personnel and 
the civil engineers and the security police. I 
just want you to know how grateful the 
Nation is to this entire team—and to you— 
and to share with you here today just a few 
thoughts. I cast fear and horror into the 
heart of one guy I was having lunch with 
because I told him this was going to take 45 
minutes; it won’t, believe me. 

But let me just share some thoughts with 
you. I probably don’t need to tell you that 
the brave service men and women of this 
base are part of the most motivated, the 
best educated, the best equipped Armed 
Forces in the history of this great country of 
ours, bar none. Because they are—and you 
are—doing the hard work of freedom, the 
cause of freedom will prevail. I’m absolutely 
certain of that. 

You know, we’re now more than 2 weeks 
into Desert Storm. And I’m happy to say 
and—put it this way—we are on course and 
we are on schedule. And as each day passes, 
Iraq’s war machine, thanks to many of your 
loved ones, is being systematically de- 
stroyed by our allied military forces. Our 
investment, our training, and our planning 
are paying off. And yes, sacrifices still lay 
ahead, but we will succeed. And when we 
do, we will have taught Saddam Hussein 
and all others like him that there is no 
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place for lawless aggression in the region or 
in this new world order that we envision. 

While I’m here, I would be remiss if I 
didn’t salute what the U.S. and coalition 
airmen have accomplished. Air superiority 
is an established fact now. The Iraqi Air 
Force is no longer a factor. And I know that 
this base—as much as any base in this coun- 
try—this base is very proud of the way that 
we have used air superiority to go after 
Saddam’s missiles of terror. 

And yes, our mission in the Gulf is de- 
manding and it’s difficult, but I can tell you 
that our troops will not be asked to accom- 
plish their mission with one hand tied 
behind their back. We are not going to do 
that in this war. And let me say something 
else: Your husbands and wives and your 
moms and dads will not be in that Gulf one 
day longer than is absolutely necessary. I 
want them home, and I want them all 
home. 

And finally-—and I don’t think I have to 
tell this particular group this point—but I 
want each of you and all our troops—this 
really is for the troops—I want you to know 
that the American people stand with you. 
And I hope you had a chance to watch at 
least the part of the State of the Union 
Message that I want to mention to you be- 
cause if you did, you would have seen a 
very moving scene: The entire Congress— 
and Congressman Lancaster was there; he 
will tell you this is true—the entire Con- 
gress, the Cabinet, the Supreme Court, the 
Joint Chiefs, the diplomatic corps rose to 
their feet in a prolonged, heartfelt tribute 
to the troops. It was a moving thing. And if 
only you could have felt it, as I did standing 
up there in front of the Congress—felt the 
thunder of the applause and sensed the 
emotion that filled that Chamber. And the 
cheering for our armed forces—and it was 
strong, it was for them—was followed by 
two more standing ovations for you, the 
courageous families of our service men and 
women. And it was for you and for our 
troops. And that’s exactly the way it should 
have been. 

And I hope that that Saddam Hussein, in 
his bunker somewhere in Baghdad, saw 
every single minute of it. And if he did, 
maybe he now understands that we are a 
nation united in support of our troops. 
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I know it’s been tough on a lot of you— 
maybe all you here at Seymour Johnson. 
And I know also what it is that you have 
offered this great nation of ours. I under- 
stand what it is that I have asked of you, 
what General McPeak has asked of you. 
Members of this fighting unit have volun- 
tarily set aside their freedom to wage this 
battle. But while today some may be prison- 
ers of war, and others may have made the 
ultimate sacrifice, a lifetime of democracy 
and faith in God keeps their spirit free. No 
foreign dictator can imprison the love of 
liberty that beats in the hearts of every 
American. 

And before I finish, I'd like to say some- 
thing to all of the kids here today. I want 
you to know that your parents, your loved 
ones, our troops in the Gulf are enduring 
the hardships of war today so that you may 
know the blessings of peace tomorrow. 

And seeing such strong, wonderful fami- 
lies here today and knowing the support 
that you have received from this communi- 
ty is good for the soul and proves the 
strength of America’s spirit. And I thank 
each and every one of you—I thank each 
and every one of you. And when I climbed 
on Air Force One of this morning out 
there—I told them this over at Cherry 
Point—I heard on the television, President 
Bush is visiting the bases to help lift the 
morale. And it’s been exactly 180 degrees 
the other way around. My morale has been 
pretty darn good, frankly, but seeing those 
people over there and now all of you, my 
morale has never been more sky-high. 

Thank you for this fantastic support for 
the troops. Because you see, you see, I do 
draw strength and courage from your for- 
bearance for the job that the colonel and all 
the others are doing around here. And I ask 
God’s blessing upon you all—every one of 
you—and upon every soldier and sailor, 
marine, airman, and coastguardsman— 
every man and woman now serving in the 
Persian Gulf. What a wonderful country we 
have. And nothing could prove that more 
than the patriotism and the courage and 
the devotion of your loved ones, our be- 
loved troops, halfway around the world. 

May God bless the United States of Amer- 
ica and each and every one of you. Thank 
you very, very much. 
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Note: The President spoke at 11:55 a.m. at 
the base picnic grounds. In his remarks, he 
referred to Cynthia Hornburg, wife of Col. 
Al Hornburg, wing commander, 4th Tacti- 
cal Fighter Wing, and Col. James “Jumbo” 
Wray, vice commander, 4th Tactical Fighter 
Wing. 


Remarks to Community Members at 
Fort Stewart, Georgia 


February 1, 1991 


Thank you for that great welcome. Jill— 
Jill McCaffrey—it is my great pleasure to be 
here and to meet with you. Barbara and I 
met the commanding general—met Jill’s 
husband, Gen. Barry McCaffrey, and many 
of his troops, many of your loved ones—and 
we shared a meal with them on Thanksgiv- 
ing Day. And it was special, and we Bushes 
will never forget it. And the food wasn’t 
bad, either. [Laughter] But I'll tell you, the 
morale was great. 

I want to salute General Burba, thank 
him for his leadership in this most impor- 
tant command of his. I want to salute and 
pay my respects to these two Senators from 
this State in which this installation is locat- 
ed—Senator Nunn, chairman of our Armed 
Services Committee; Senator Wyche 
Fowler—and of course, your own Congress- 
man from this district who’s been so sup- 
portive of everything all of you are involved 
in, Congressman Thomas. To the new Gov- 
ernor of this great State, Governor Miller, 
who is with us today, my respects. And 
Colonel Lucas, thank you, sir, for your pray- 
ers. And Colonel Frank Miller, if you can 
sing like your wife does, why, you guys 
ought to go on the road. [Laughter] But I 
think I’ve mentioned everybody but Beetle 
Bailey here. [Laughter] 

But nevertheless, it is indeed a real pleas- 
ure to meet with you. I’ve heard a lot from 
Colonel Miller and others about Hinesville, 
and I heard a lot out in the Saudi desert— 
you can believe me—about all of you, the 
Fort Stewart family. I came down here to 
thank you on behalf of a grateful nation for 
your steadfast service and sacrifice because 
when proud men and women of Fort Stew- 





art and Hunter Field put it all on the line, 
every one of you is right there with them. 

In times of trial, we fall back on faith and 
on family, what a wise man once called the 
“little platoons” to which we all belong, the 
little platoons that provide the 24th Infan- 
try Division with its fighting spirit and its 
staying power. 

Right now, it’s night in Saudi Arabia. The 
soldiers from Fort Stewart are on duty, 1 
more day in more than 5 long months away 
from home. Our thoughts are with them, 
day and night—America’s finest, standing 
against an aggressor who must be stopped, 
standing up for the best—all that is best in 
us. Because those men and women know 
and you know—we all know that when the 
forces of aggression take up arms, America 
cannot look the other way. 

It began with Kuwait, but that wouldn’t 
have been the end. What we’ve witnessed 
these last few weeks removed any last shred 
of doubt about the adversary that we face: 
the terror bombing, without military 
value—the terror bombing of innocent civil- 
ians with those Scud missiles; the brutal 
treatment—that brutal, inhumane treat- 
ment of our POW’s; the endless appetite for 
evil that would lead a man to make war on 
the world’s environment. All of us know 
what we're up against. All of you know why 
we're there. 

We are there because we are Americans, 
part of something that’s larger than our- 
selves. Our cause is right. Our cause is just. 
And because it is just, that world’s cause 
will prevail. 

And when we win—and we will—we will 
have taught a dangerous dictator and any 
tyrant tempted to follow in his footsteps 
that the U.S. has a new credibility, and that 
what we say goes, and that there is no place 
for lawless aggression in the Persian Gulf 
and in this new world order that we seek to 
create. And we mean it. And he will under- 
stand that when the day is done. 

I know that all of you—especially all of 
you—are anxious to know if and when a 
ground operation might begin. Let me tell 
you now, it will only begin if necessary and 
when we decide that the time is right. We 
will conduct this conflict on our terms, on 
our timetable, not on Saddam Hussein’s 
timetable. 
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Let me assure you that Desert Storm is 
right on course. Our training, our invest- 
ment, our planning are all paying off 
American and allied forces are systematical- 
ly destroying Iraq’s capacity to wage war. 

Every member of the 24th Infantry Divi- 
sion is part of a fighting tradition stretching 
back some 50 years. Back in November, 
when I met with the men and women of 
the 24th, I told them about the last Thanks- 
giving that I had spent so far away from 
home. It was on a ship off the Philippine 
coast back in 1944. The 24th was there, 
fighting to take Red Beach on Leyte Island 
in the campaign that earned the 24th the 
nickname it so proudly bears today: the 
“Victory” Division. 

And back then, those—close to 50 years 
ago—Franklin Delano Roosevelt sent a 
cable out to General MacArthur and the 
24th Division, a message that—very short— 
I'd like to read it to you today. FDR wrote 
them: “You have the Nation’s gratitude, and 
the Nation’s prayers for success, as you and 
your men fight your way back.” 

And now, many years later, once more 
the 24th is in the front lines, far from home. 
Once more, the Nation’s prayers and the 
Nation’s pride are with the 24th and all the 
brave men and women of Desert Storm. 

I don’t know whether it was Jill, but 
somebody told me about the send-off back 
in August, when the 24th was among the 
first to deploy to Saudi Arabia, the way the 
people of Hinesville and the other towns 
near here lined not just the streets around 
Fort Stewart but lined the interstate all the 
way up I-95 to Hunter Field and Savannah. 
What a sight that must have been to the 
proud soldiers of Fort Stewart. 

And let me say to all the children here 
with parents that are serving over there in 
the Gulf, keep in mind that no matter how 
much you depend on your parents, your 
country depends on them, too. And you’ve 
read at school about the great generals and 
some of the Presidents—all about American 
history and American heroes. Well, you see, 
that’s just part of the great story about our 
country because your moms and dads are 
the heroes, too, doing the hard work of 
freedom right now, half a worici away. 

I know it’s been tough. It may get tough- 
er. We’ve got three of the Walker kids here 
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somewhere: Michael, Sioban, and their little 
brother, Martin. Their mom and dad are 
both now serving in Saudi Arabia, and 
they've been living with their babysitter, 
Ida Sanders. Eddie and Brandon Bowman 
are here; their dad went over in August, 
and their mom in November. Eddie and 
Brandon are staying with a friend of their 
family, Reggie Bray, whose wife was called 
up in the Reserves. I know at times like this 
the Fort Stewart family draws together, just 
gets tighter; everyone pulls together, the 
way a family always does. 

And so, to all you kids, let me say, be 
proud and stay strong. Don’t be afraid to 
ask family friends or your teachers at school 
to help you when things get tough. And 
know that we’re doing everything we can 
to make sure your parents have the best 
possible support to get the job done and get 
every man and woman of the fighting 24th 
back home, safe and sound, just as soon as 
possible. That is my goal as your Command- 
er in Chief. 

With those brave young men and women 
in mind, let this nation come together this 
Sunday—day after tomorrow—on a day that 
will be our National Day of Prayer. We are, 
you see, one nation under God. And we will 
pray for the safety of every American and 
allied serviceman and servicewoman, for 
every innocent caught up in this terrible 
conflict, and for our POW’s and for our 
MIA’s. And may all of our troops be safe 
and sound until the families of Fort Stewart 
are united once again. 

Thank you once again for this warm wel- 
come and for all your support. And let me 
tell you what I told some of the wives that 
are supporting in this support group. When 
I got on Air Force One this morning, I 
heard one of the television commentators 
say, well, the President is going to three 
different places to help with the morale. 
And, you see, it’s been just the other way 
around. I’ve got good morale. But I'll tell 
you, I’m going on home to see Barbara with 
my morale sky-high because of the fantastic 
spirit of the families that are giving their 
all-out support to the finest fighting men 
and women that the world has ever seen. 

God bless you all, and God bless the 
United States. Thank you very, very much. 
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Note: The President spoke at 3:47 p.m. on 
Cottrel Field at Fort Stewart. In his re- 
marks, he referred to Jill McCaffrey, wife of 
Maj. Gen. Barry R. McCaffrey, command- 
ing general, 24th Infantry Division Mecha- 
nized; Gen. Edwin H. Burba, Jr., command- 
er in chief, Forces Command; Col. Thomas 
L. Lucas, installation chaplain; and Col. 
Frank D. Miller, installation commander, 
and his wife, Joan. Following his remarks, 
the President traveled to Hobe Sound, FL, 
to visit his mother. Later in the evening, the 
President traveled to Camp David, MD, 
where he spent the weekend. 


Executive Order 12748—Providing for 
Federal Pay Administration 


February 1, 1991 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and the laws of 
the United States of America, including the 
Federal Employees Pay Comparability Act 
of 1990 (hereinafter “FEPCA”’), as incorpo- 
rated in section 529 of Public Law 101-509, 
and sections 3301 and 3302 of title 5, 
United States Code, it is hereby ordered as 
follows: 

Section 1. Annual Adjustments to Pay 
Schedules. The following agencies are desig- 
nated under section 5303(g) of title 5, 
United States Code, as amended by 
FEPCA, to prescribe conversion rules for 
the initial adjustment of rates of pay to be 
applied during each annual adjustment of 
pay schedules under section 5303 of title 5, 
United States Code: 

(a) the Office of Personnel Management, 
for the General Schedule; 

(b) the Department of State, for the For- 
eign Service Schedule; and 

(c) the Department of Veterans Affairs, 
for the Veterans Health Services and Re- 
search Administration Schedules. 

Sec. 2. Locality-based Comparability Pay- 
ments. (a) The Secretary of Labor, the Di- 
rector of the Office of Management and 
Budget, and the Director of the Office of 
Personnel Management are hereby desig- 
nated under section 5304(d\1) of title 5, 
United States Code, as amended by 
FEPCA, to serve jointly as the President’s 





agent under section 5304 of title 5, United 
States Code, and shall be known in this ca- 
pacity as the President’s Pay Agent. 

(b) The head of each executive agency 
employing personnel under a statutory pay 
system, as defined in section 5302(1) of title 
5, United States Code, as amended by 
FEPCA, shall provide such information and 
assistance as may be requested by the Presi- 
dent’s Pay Agent in carrying out the provi- 
sions of section 5304 of title 5, United States 
Code. 

Sec. 3. Special Pay Authority. (a) The 
Office of Personnel Management is hereby 
authorized and designated, pursuant to sec- 
tion 5305(a) of title 5, United States Code, 
as amended by section 101 of FEPCA, to 
exercise the authorities of the President 
under section 5305 of title 5, United States 
Code, concerning higher rates of pay. 

(b) Before exercising the delegated au- 
thorities under subsection (a) regarding em- 
ployees in positions other than those cov- 
ered by the General Schedule, the Office of 
Personnel Management shall consult with 
the head of the agency employing such em- 
ployees. 

Sec. 4. Previous Order Revoked. Executive 
Order No. 11721, as amended, is revoked. 

Sec. 5. Advance Payments for New Ap- 
pointees. Section 2(b) of Executive Order 
No. 10982, as amended, is further amended 
to read as follows: 

“(b) The Office of Personnel Management 
is hereby designated and empowered to 
perform the functions conferred upon the 
President by the provisions of section 5527 
of title 5, United States Code, with respect 
to allotments and assignments authorized 
be section 5525 of title 5, United States 
Code, and advance payments to new ap- 
pointees authorized by section 5524a of 
title 5, United States Code, as added by 
section 107(a) of the Federal Employees 
Pay Comparability Act of 1990, as incorpo- 
rated in section 529 of Public Law 101- 
509.” 

Sec. 6. Extension of Cash Awards, Re- 
cruitment and Relocation Bonuses, and Re- 
tention Allowances. The Office of Personnel 
Management is hereby designated and em- 
powered to exercise the authority of the 
President under: 

(a) section 4505a(d) of title 5, United 
States Code, as added by section 207(a) of 
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FEPCA, concerning the application of per- 
formance-based cash awards to noncovered 
categories of employees; 

(b) section 5753(e) of title 5, United States 
Code, as added by section 208 of FEPCA, 
concerning the application of recruitment 
and relocation bonuses to noncovered cate- 
gories of employees; and 

(c) section 5754(e) of title 5, United States 
Code, as added by section 208 of FEPCA, 
concerning the application of retention al- 
lowances to noncovered categories of em- 
ployees. 

Sec. 7. Staffing Differentials. The Office 
of Personnel Management is hereby desig- 
nated and empowered to exercise the au- 
thority of the President under section 209 
of FEPCA to establish staffing differentials. 

Sec. 8. Executive Assignment System. (a) 
Civil Service Rule 9 (5 CFR Part 9), as es- 
tablished by Executive Order No. 11315, as 
amended, is revoked. 

(b) The Office of Personnel Management 
shall take such actions as the Office may 
determine to be necessary to provide for 
the orderly termination of the Executive 
Assignment System. 

Sec. 9. Effective Dates. (a) Except as oth- 
erwise provided by Public Law 101-509, 
the provisions of subchapter I of chapter 53 
of title 5, United States Code, as amended 
by section 101 of FEPCA, and the provi- 
sions of sections 1 through 4 of this order 
shall take effect on February 3, 1991. 

(b) Except as otherwise provided by 
Public Law 101-509, the remaining provi- 
sions of FEPCA and of this order shall take 
effect on May 4, 1991, except that the 
Office of Personnel Management may es- 
tablish an earlier effective date, but not ear- 
lier than February 3, 1991, for any such 
provisions with respect to which the Office 
determines an earlier effective date is ap- 
propriate. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
February 1, 1991. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:12 p.m., February 1, 1991] 
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Proclamation 6243—For A National 
Day of Prayer, February 3, 1991 


February 1, 1991 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


As one Nation under God, we Americans 
are deeply mindful of both our dependence 
on the Almighty and our obligations as a 
people He has richly blessed. From our 
very beginnings as a Nation, we have relied 
upon God’s strength and guidance in war 
and peace. Entrusted with the holy gift of 
freedom and allowed to prosper in its great 
light, we have a responsibility to serve as a 
beacon to the world—to use our strength 
and resources to help those suffering in the 
darkness of tyranny and repression. 


Today the United States is engaged in a 
great struggle to uphold the principles of 
national sovereignty and international order 
and to defend the lives and liberty of inno- 
cent people. It is an armed struggle we 
made every possible effort to avoid through 


extraordinary diplomatic efforts to resolve 
the matter peacefully, yet—given no choice 
by a ruthless dictator who would wield po- 
litical and economic hegemony over other 
nations through force and terror—it is a 
struggle we wage with conviction and re- 
solve. Our cause is moral and just. 


However confident of our purpose, how- 
ever determined to prevail, we Americans 
continue to yearn for peace and for the 
safety of our service men and women in the 
Persian Gulf. With these great hopes in 
mind, I ask all Americans to unite in 
humble and contrite prayer to Almighty 
God. May it please our Heavenly Father to 
look upon this Nation, judging not our wor- 
thiness but our need, and to grant us His 
continued strength and guidance. May He 
watch over and support the courageous 
members of our Armed Forces, their loving 
families, as well as the forces of those na- 
tions that have joined the coalition to liber- 
ate Kuwait and to deter further Iraqi ag- 
gression. 


Today, as we turn our hearts toward 
Heaven, let us also pray especially for those 
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brave and selfless military personnel who 
have earned their final rest in the arms of 
God. Let us ask Him to strengthen and con- 
sole their families, and let us also remember 
all those innocent civilians, wherever they 
may be, who have been affected by this 
conflict. 


“All this being done, in sincerity and 
truth,” as President Lincoln once wrote, 
“Let us then rest humbly in the hope au- 
thorized by the Divine teachings, that the 
united cry of the Nation will be heard on 
high, and answered . . .” by Almighty God, 
our refuge and strength, our rock and our 
salvation. 


Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, by 
virtue of the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution and laws of the United States, 
do hereby proclaim February 3, 1991, as a 
National Day of Prayer. I ask that Ameri- 
cans gather in homes and places of worship 
to pray for the members of Operation 
Desert Storm; for their families; and for all 
those innocent persons, wherever they may 
be, who suffer as a result of the conflict in 
the Persian Gulf. I ask that prayer be made 
for American military commanders in the 
region and for the forces of other nations 
that have joined in the coalition to liberate 
Kuwait. I also urge the American people 
and their elected representatives to give 
thanks to God for His mercy and goodness 
and humbly to ask for His continued help 
and guidance in all our endeavors. Let us 
pray this day, and every day hereafter, for 
peace. And may God keep this country as 
one great Nation under Him forever. 


In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this lst day of February, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-one, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and fifteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 10:42 a.m., February 4, 1991) 





Radio Address to the Nation on the 
National Day of Prayer 


February 2, 1991 


At this moment, America, the finest, most 
loving nation on Earth, is at war, at war 
against the oldest enemy of the human 
spirit: evil that threatens world peace. 

At this moment, men and women of cour- 
age and endurance stand on the harsh 
desert and sail the seas of the Gulf. By their 
presence they’re bearing witness to the fact 
that the triumph of the moral order is the 
vision that compels us. At this moment, 
those of us here at home are thinking of 
them and of the future of our world. I recall 
Abraham Lincoln and his anguish during 
the Civil War. He turned to prayer, saying: 
“I’ve been driven many times to my knees 
by the overwhelming conviction that I have 
nowhere else to go.” 

So many of us, compelled by a deep need 
for God’s wisdom in all we do, turn to 
prayer. We pray for God’s protection in all 
we undertake, for God’s love to fill all 
hearts, and for God’s peace to be the moral 
North Star that guides us. So, I have pro- 
claimed Sunday, February 3d, National Day 
of Prayer. In this moment of crisis, may 
Americans of every creed turn to our great- 
est power and unite together in prayer. 

Let us pray for the safety of the troops, 
these men and women who have put their 
lives and dreams on hold because they un- 
derstand the threat our world faces. 

Let us pray for those who make the su- 
preme sacrifice. In our terrible grief, we 
pray that they leave the fields of battle for 
finer fields where there is no danger, only 
tranquillity; where there is no fear, only 
peace; and where there is no evil, only the 
love of the greatest Father of all. 

Let us pray for those who are held prison- 
er, that God will protect these, his special 
children, and will enlighten the minds and 
soften the hearts of their captors. 

Let us pray for the families of those who 
serve. Let us reach out to them with caring, 
to make them part of a greater family filled 
with love and support. 

Let us pray for the innocents caught up 
in this war, all of them, wherever they may 
be. And let us remember deep in our hearts 
the value of all human life, everywhere in 
the world. 
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Let us pray for our nation. We ask God to 
bless us, to help us, and to guide us through 
whatever dark nights may still lay ahead. 
And, above all, let us pray for peace, 
“Peace, which passeth all understanding.” 

On this National Day of Prayer and 
always, may God bless the United States of 
America. 


Note: This address was recorded January 31 
in the Oval Office at the White House and 
was released by the Office of the Press Sec- 
retary on February 2. 


Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Fiscal Year 1992 Budget 


February 4, 1991 


To the Congress of the United States: 

I am pleased to present the Budget of the 
United States Government for Fiscal Year 
1992. 

The budget is consistent with the 5-year 
deficit reduction law enacted last fall. It 
recommends discretionary spending levels 
that fall within the statutory caps for de- 
fense, international, and domestic discre- 
tionary programs. It implements the entitle- 
ment savings and reforms enacted in the 
Budget Agreement. It conforms to the new 
pay-as-you-go requirements. 

By holding the overall rate of growth of 
Federal Government spending to approxi- 
mately 2.6 percent—below the inflation 
rate—the budget puts into effect the con- 
cept of a “flexible freeze,” which is an es- 
sential means of bringing the budget into 
long-term balance. 

The longest period of peacetime econom- 
ic expansion in history has been temporarily 
interrupted. We can, however, return to 
growth soon—and proceed on the path to a 
new era of expansion. With that goal in 
mind, the budget places special priority on 
policies that will enhance America’s poten- 
tial for long-term economic growth, and 
that will give individuals the power to take 
advantage of the opportunity America 
uniquely offers. 

To this end, I am again proposing tax 
incentives to increase savings and long-term 
investment. 
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On the spending side of the budget, the 
existence of a cap on domestic discretionary 
outlays rightly creates a competition for re- 
sources. Priorities must be set. This budget 
proposes that domestic investment be in- 
creased in the following key areas: 

Education and Human Capital.—The 
budget proposes investments to prepare 
children better for school, to promote 
choice and excellence in our educational 
system, to improve math and science educa- 
tion, and to increase the access of low- 
income Americans to higher education. 

Prevention and the Next Generation.— 
The budget includes proposals to help 
reduce illness and death from preventable 
diseases, and to reverse the long-term trend 
of underinvestment in children. 

Research and Development and _ the 
Human _ Frontier—The budget recom- 
mends an increase of $8.4 billion in the 
Federal investment in research and devel- 
opment, with special emphasis on basic re- 
search, high performance computing, and 
energy research and development. It pro- 
poses to extend permanently the tax credit 
for research and experimentation to encour- 
age private sector R&D investment. In ad- 
dition, the budget reflects the Administra- 
tion’s continued commitment to expanding 
human frontiers in space and _ biotechnol- 
ogy. 

Transportation Infrastructure.—The 
budget supports an expansion of the Feder- 
al Government’s investment in highways 
and bridges to over $20 billion within 5 
years, and proposes substantial increases to 
improve the condition of the Nation’s air- 
ports, to modernize the air traffic control 
system, and to continue to develop the 
transportation infrastructure for exploration 
and use of space. 

America’s Heritage and Environmental 
Protection.—The budget includes increased 
funds for the expansion and improvement 
of America’s treasury of parks, forests, wild- 
life refuges, and other public lands; for the 
implementation of the Clean Air Act and 
other key environmental statutes; for the 
cleanup of pollution at various Federal fa- 
cilities and at Superfund sites; and for pro- 
tection and enhancement of coastal areas 
and wetlands. 

Choice and Opportunity.—The budget 
provides: funds to help give parents greater 
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choice in child care, health care, education, 
and housing; the resources to allow all 
Americans, especially those with low in- 
comes, to seize the opportunities that such 
choice provides; and a proposal to establish 
Enterprise Zones to bring hope to our inner 
cities and distressed rural areas. 

Drugs and Crime.—The budget further 
increases the Administration’s investment in 
drug prevention, treatment, and law en- 
forcement. And the budget substantially in- 
creases the resources available to help the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation fight crime, 
the Federal prosecutors prosecute crimi- 
nals, and the Federal prison system accom- 
modate those convicted of crimes. 

To make such investments possible, the 
budget includes recommendations to termi- 
nate or reduce Federal investment in cer- 
tain low-return programs, and proposes re- 
forms to slow the continuing growth of 
mandatory entitlement programs and to in- 
crease fairness in the distribution of the 
benefits these programs provide. 

In addition, the budget contains a new 
proposal to fund various programs now car- 
ried out by the States through a compre- 
hensive block grant. The States are continu- 
ing to develop new and innovative ways to 
deliver services more effectively. The 
budget not only highlights several of these 
innovations; it proposes to reinforce and 
build upon them. 

The budget contains several proposals 
that reflect my commitment to managing 
government better. These include measures 
to improve accountability, to reduce waste, 
to reform regulation, to employ risk man- 
agement budgeting in addressing threats to 
health and safety, and to set clear objectives 
and measure performance in meeting them. 

Finally, consistent with the statutory caps 
enacted last year, the budget provides the 
resources necessary to maintain national se- 
curity, and to better advance American in- 
terests abroad. As the budget goes to press, 
the timing of the resolution of the multina- 
tional coalition’s efforts to reverse the ag- 
gression in the Persian Gulf is uncertain. 
For this reason, the budget reflects only a 
placeholder for Operation Desert Shield. A 
supplemental request for the incremental 
costs of Desert Shield, which includes 





Desert Storm, will be forwarded to the 
Congress in the coming weeks. 

The priority investments embodied in 
this budget will help America prepare for 
the requirements and opportunities pre- 
sented by a rapidly changing world. I look 
forward to working with the Congress in 
developing a budget that lays the ground- 
work for a brighter future, protects our na- 
tional interests, and helps create the condi- 
tions for long-term economic growth and 
prosperity. 


FEBRUARY 4, 1991 
George Bush 


Note: The President’s message was printed 
in the report entitled “Budget of the United 
States Government, Fiscal Year 1992.” It 
was not issued as a White House press re- 
lease. 


Remarks to Members of the National 
Governors Association 


February 4, 1991 


Let me just make a few brief comments, 
and then what I really am anxious to do is 
to hear from you. I know you’ve been 
briefed in some detail on many aspects of 
the domestic program, but I’d like to get 
from you a feel for emphasis and some of 
your most serious concerns. 

But first, my thanks to you, Governor 
Gardner and Governor Ashcroft. And I 
know Dick Cheney has briefed you on the 
Gulf. And let me simply just say this on it: 
It’s going according to plan. We are going 
to set the timetable for what lies ahead— 
not Saddam Hussein. And I have a very 
strong team that is working this problem of 
the Gulf. Not only do I have great confi- 
dence in the officers and the men and 
women in the Gulf itself but, of course, I 
think Dick Cheney and General Colin 
Powell—working so closely together and 
then working very closely with our Chief of 
Staff here and mainly with General Scow- 
croft, my able right hand on these national 
security matters. 

I have confidence that we’re doing the 
right thing, and I have confidence that it is 
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going the way we planned. And there have 
been no surprises, and there will not be any 
quick changes, nor will I try to tie the 
hands of the military because I just feel we 
have to go forward and prosecute this to a 
successful conclusion. So, I want you to 
know from my standpoint the team is work- 
ing well, the objectives are out there, and 
we're going to achieve them all. 

So, I will be glad to respond to questions 
on this, of course, later on because I know 
it’s a matter of enormous concern in your 
communities. I used the figure, I think last 
night, mentioning some 436 units of the 
National Guard—over 60,000 men and 
women who are more than spectators. And 
I would just encourage all of you to give the 
utmost support you possibly can. I talked to 
some of you all last night, and I was very 
impressed with what you told me about this 
spirit of these people and even more so 
about the spirit in the communities. 

I do think that the United States is sup- 
porting this. I can tell you that you read 
from time to time about lack of public sup- 
port in some of the coalition countries, but 
generally speaking, the support is very, 
very strong. And that is not just the U.S.; it’s 
in other countries as well. 

So, here at home I understand you’ve 
been talking about that. I recognize that we 
are facing enormously challenging problems 
and that some of you face exactly the same 
problems that the Federal Government 
does in terms of trying to restrict these defi- 
cits or get out of this deficit mode. 

One of the subjects that I really wanted 
to build on as we go along here this year 
with the Governors is what happened at the 
Charlottesville education summit. I think 
you expressed many concerns there, those 
who were Governors then, and I hope we 
have responded. You were concerned about 
the readiness of the kids for school. And we 
have recommended and received good sup- 
port for Congress on this whole concept of 
increased funding for Head Start. You 
wanted more emphasis on research and on 
assessment, and we saw it and got increases 
in those programs—not that those increases 
alone at the Federal level are going to get 
the job done. Nobody knows that better 
than the Governors around this table. 
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But you asked for a lasting commitment. 
And let me just say that though the Gulf 
war has overshadowed almost everything in 
terms of interests from the American 
people, we have not pulled back one iota in 
our determination to work with you. Six- 
teen months after that summit, the work 
still goes on. And I think we’re going to do 
all right. We want to see these goals fully 
met, and I told you that I would convene 
my Cabinet to mobilize their Departments 
toward the achievement of the goals, and I 
think I can tell you that—I hope you’ve had 
a chance to glance at the report. That’s 
working fairly well. 

To those of you who weren’t in office at 
the time of that summit—and we have 
many new Governors here—let me simply 
restate a commitment. As you work towards 
world-class education, the Federal Govern- 
ment and this President want to be with 
you every step of the way. And so, all of us 
should renew our commitment to fulfilling 
the goals set out in Charlottesville. 

One last point is, I know how you all feel 
about flexibility and not mandating pro- 
grams from Washington. Some people call 
some of our proposals warmed-over federal- 
ism. They miss the point. The point is you 
are on the problem-solving edge of this 
equation. You are better equipped to repre- 
sent the diverse interests of the various 
States. And so we want to continue to work 
with you as best we can without sending a 
lot of mandated pregrams, whether it’s in 
Medicaid or whatever else. 

I understand that John Sununu came over 
and talked to you at length about this new 
proposal. Some of you mentioned it to me 
last night—on this block grant approach. 
And it is different. It’s fully funded, and it is 
something that—I am very grateful to those 
who have spoken out on it already. I am not 
naive. We’re going to have to fight together 
to get this through the Congress. But I 
think if we get this strong support continu- 
ing—it’s already been manifested by the 
Governors—I think that will send a very 
strong message to the Congress. And I think 
we can take this step. And I hope that it 
will benefit each and every Governor and 
every State present. 

So, those are the opening remarks. As I 
say, what I really want to do—I know 
you’ve heard from the experts—is to get 
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your opinions on the most pressing prob- 
lems. And, of course, I would be glad to try 
to respond to questions. I just heard a brief- 
ing that Dick Darman gave along with our 
Secretary of the Treasury, Nick Brady, and 
others on the budget. So, he’s here if you 
want any specifics on it. 

But with no further ado, and with the 
understanding and cooperation of the press, 
who are now history here—{laughter|—we 
thank you very much. We will go ahead 
and hear from you all. Thank you. 


Note: President Bush spoke at 11:31 a.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Secretary of Defense 
Dick Cheney; President Saddam Hussein of 
Iraq; Colin L. Powell, Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff; John H. Sununu, Chief of 
Staff, to the President; Brent Scowcroft, As- 
sistant to the President for National Securi- 
ty Affairs; and Richard G. Darman, Direc- 
tor of the Office of Management and 
Budget. 


Remarks to Representatives of the Boy 
Scouts of America 


February 4, 1991 


To Mr. Leet, Mr. Love, and Earl Graves 
and Bill Sessions, Director Simpson of the 
Secret Service and Admiral Truly, members 
of the White House staff and the Vice Presi- 
dent’s staff, all interested in Scouting, let 
me say it’s a pleasure to be here. 

This has become, appropriately so, an 
annual event. And I am proud to be now 
this card-carrying member of the Boy 
Scouts—[laughter|—and pleased to receive 
this year’s report to the Nation. 

I’m also just delighted to have this Desert 
Storm patch because in my view there’s no 
doubt about the outcome of Desert Storm 
and no doubt about the reasons why. We’re 
fighting in the Gulf so that this generation 
of Scouts never has to. And we want to pass 
on to them the kind of world they de- 
serve—a world of stability and security, 
peace and justice. 

This report that the Scouts have given me 
is, I am told, full of the good deeds done by 
our nation’s future leaders, from helping 





the hungry to helping kids stay drug-free. 
And that’s the kind of work that makes the 
Scouts Points of Light and the leading lights 
of a new generation. 

So, I really wanted to come here to thank 
you, as representatives of all the Scouts 
across the Nation, for all the wonderful 
good deeds you do every single day because 
in that way you’re keeping our country 
strong. 

So, thank you for coming, and thank you 
for these marvelous souvenirs that I take 
with me. And God bless you all, and keep 
up the great work. 

Thank you so much. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:47 p.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. In 
his opening remarks, he referred to Richard 
Leet, Ben H. Love, and Earl E. Graves, na- 
tional president, national chief executive, 
and national commissioner of the Boy 
Scouts of America; John R. Simpson, Direc- 
tor of the U.S. Secret Service; and Richard 
H. Truly, Administrator of the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration. 


Proclamation 6244—To Amend the 
Generalized System of Preferences 


February 4, 1991 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


1. In Proclamation 5758 of December 24, 
1987, the President determined, pursuant 
to sections 502(b\7), 502(c\7), and 504 of 
the Trade Act of 1974, as amended (the 
1974 Act) (19 U.S.C. 2462(b\7), 2462(c\7), 
and 2464), that it was appropriate to pro- 
vide for the suspension of preferential treat- 
ment under the Generalized System of 
Preferences (GSP) for articles that are eligi- 
ble for such treatment and that are import- 
ed from Chile. Such suspension was the 
result of a Presidential determination that 
Chile had not taken and was not taking 
steps to afford internationally recognized 
worker rights, as defined in section 502(a)4) 
of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2462(a)4)). 
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2. After a review of the current situation 
in Chile, I have determined that Chile has 
taken or is taking steps to afford interna- 
tionally recognized worker rights, as de- 
fined in section 502(aX4) of the 1974 Act. 
Further, pursuant to sections 501 and 502 
of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2461 and 2462), 
and after taking into account the factors set 
forth in such sections, I have determined 
that it is appropriate to terminate the sus- 
pension of preferential treatment under the 
GSP for articles that are currently eligible 
for such treatment and that are imported 
from Chile and to redesignate Chile as a 
beneficiary developing country for purposes 
of the GSP. 

3. Pursuant to section 504 of the 1974 Act 
(19 U.S.C. 2464), the President may with- 
draw, suspend, or limit the application of 
duty-free treatment under the GSP with re- 
spect to any article or with respect to any 
country upon consideration of the factors 
set forth in sections 501 and 502(c) of the 
1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2461 and 2462(c)). I 
have determined, pursuant to section 504(a) 
of the 1974 Act, that Chile should not re- 
ceive preferential tariff treatment under 
the GSP with respect to certain eligible ar- 
ticles. 

4. Section 604 of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 
2483) authorizes the President to embody 
in the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the 
United States (HTS) the substance of the 
provisions of that Act, and of other acts af- 
fecting import treatment, and actions there- 
under. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, acting 
under the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution and the laws of the United 
States, including but not limited to sections 
501, 502, 504, and 604 of the 1974 Act, do 
proclaim that: 

(1) In order to redesignate Chile as a ben- 
eficiary developing country for purposes of 
the GSP, general note 3(c\iiXA) to the HTS, 
listing those countries whose products are 
eligible for benefits of the GSP, is modified 
by inserting in alphabetical order in the list 
of independent countries “Chile”. 

(2) In order to provide that Chile should 
not be treated as a beneficiary developing 
country with respect to certain eligible arti- 
cles for purposes of the GSP, the Rates of 
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Duty 1-Special subcolumn for each of the 
HTS provisions enumerated in section A of 
the Annex to this proclamation is modified 
by deleting from such subcolumn for such 
HTS provisions the symbol “A” in perenthe- 
ses, and by inserting the symbol “A*” in 
lieu thereof. 

(3) In order to provide that Chile should 
not be treated as a beneficiary developing 
country with respect to certain eligible arti- 
cles for purposes of the GSP, general note 
3(cXiiXD) to the HTS is modified as provid- 
ed in section B of the Annex to this procla- 
mation. 

(4) Any provisions of previous proclama- 
tions and Executive orders inconsistent with 
the provisions of this proclamation are 
hereby superseded to the extent of such 
inconsistency. 

(5) The amendments made by this procla- 
mation shall be effective with respect to 
articles both: (i) imported on or after Janu- 
ary 1, 1976, and (ii) entered, or withdrawn 
from warehouse for consumption, on or 
after the date of publication of this procla- 
mation in the Federal Register. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fourth day of February, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-one, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and fifteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:48 p.m., February 4, 1991] 


Note: The annex to the proclamation was 
printed in the “Federal Register” of Febru- 
ary 6. 


Letter to Congressional Leaders on the 
Reinstatement of Beneficiary Trade 
Status for Chile 


February 4, 1991 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

I am writing to inform you of my intent 
to add Chile to the list of beneficiary devel- 
oping countries under the Generalized 
System of Preferences (GSP). The GSP pro- 
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gram is authorized by the Trade Act of 
1974, as amended (“the 1974 Act”). 

Chile previously had its GSP eligibility 
suspended as a result of a determination 
that it had not and was not taking steps to 
afford internationally recognized worker 
rights to workers in the country, as re- 
quired by section 502(b\7) of the 1974 Act. 
As a result of a review completed to consid- 
er recent changes in law and practice in 
Chile, I have now determined that it meets 
the worker rights standard of the law and is 
otherwise eligible to have its GSP benefits 
reinstated. 

This notice is submitted in accordance 
with section 502(aX1) of the Trade Act of 
1974, as amended. 

Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives, and Dan Quayle, President of the 
Senate. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on Beneficiary Trade Status for the 
Central African Republic, Chile, 
Namibia, and Paraguay 


February 4, 1991 


The President today designated four 
countries as beneficiaries under the Gener- 
alized System of Preferences (GSP). 

Namibia, which became an independent 
country on March 21, 1990, is being desig- 
nated as a GSP beneficiary for the first 
time; the Central African Republic (CAR), 
Chile, and Paraguay are being reinstated as 
beneficiaries. The GSP grants duty-free 
access to the United States to certain goods 
from developing countries. The four benefi- 
ciary countries can now export more than 
4,230 products to the United States duty- 
free. For the first 11 months of 1990, the 
CAR exported $70,519 in GSP eligible 
products to the United States; Chile, $131 
million; Paraguay, $21 million; and Na- 
mibia, $903,160. 

The CAR, Chile, and Paraguay had been 
suspended from the GSP program for their 





failure to provide internationally recog- 
nized worker rights, as required by the GSP 
statute. The Office of the United States 
Trade Representative (USTR) conducted a 
review of changes in the countries’ laws and 
practices and determined that the countries 
now meet the worker rights requirements. 
Other GSP eligibility criteria include 
whether countries provide “adequate and 
effective” protection of intellectual proper- 
ty. The USTR review determined that Chile 
was making progress in providing improved 
patent protection. 


Proclamation 6245—To Amend the 
Generalized System of Preferences 


February 4, 1991 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


1. In Proclamation 5617 of March 6, 
1987, the President determined, pursuant 


to sections 502(c\7) and 504 of the Trade 
Act of 1974, as amended (the 1974 Act) (19 
U.S.C. 2462(cX7) and 2464), that it was ap- 
propriate to provide for the suspension of 
preferential treatment under the General- 
ized System of Preferences (GSP) for arti- 
cles that are eligible for such treatment and 
that are imported from Paraguay. In Procla- 
mation 5955 of April 13, 1989, the Presi- 
dent determined, pursuant to sections 
502(b\7), 502(c\7), and 504 of the 1974 Act 
(19 U.S.C. 2462(b\X7), 2462(c\7), and 2464), 
that it was appropriate to provide for the 
suspension of preferential treatment under 
the GSP for articles that are eligible for 
such treatment and that are imported from 
the Central African Republic. Such suspen- 
sions were the result of Presidential deter- 
minations that Paraguay and the Central 
African Republic had not taken and were 
not taking steps to afford internationally 
recognized worker rights, as defined in sec- 
tion 502(a\X4) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 
2462(a\(4)). 

2. After a review of the current situation 
in Paraguay and the Central African Repub- 
lic, I have determined that Paraguay and 
the Central African Republic have taken or 
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are taking steps to afford internationally 
recognized worker rights, as defined in sec- 
tion 502(a\4) of the 1974 Act. Further, pur- 
suant to sections 501 and 502 of the 1974 
Act (19 U.S.C. 2461 and 2462), and after 
taking into account the factors set forth in 
such sections, I have determined that it is 
appropriate to terminate the suspension of 
preferential treatment under the GSP for 
articles that are currently eligible for such 
treatment and that are imported from Para- 
guay or the Central African Republic and to 
redesignate Paraguay and the Central Afri- 
can Republic as beneficiary developing 
countries for purposes of the GSP. 

3. Section 504(cX6) of the 1974 Act pro- 
vides that section 504(c) of the 1974 Act 
shall not apply to any beneficiary develop- 
ing country that the President determines, 
based on the considerations described in 
sections 501 and 502(c) of the 1974 Act, to 
be a least-developed beneficiary developing 
country. Accordingly, after taking into ac- 
count the considerations in sections 501 and 
502(c) of the 1974 Act, I have determined 
that it is appropriate to restore the prior 
designation of the redesignated beneficiary 
developing country of the Central African 
Republic as a least-developed beneficiary 
developing country. 

4. Pursuant to sections 502(a), (b), and (c) 
of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2462), and 
having due regard for the eligibility criteria 
set forth therein, I have determined that it 
is appropriate to designate Namibia as a 
beneficiary developing country for purposes 
of the GSP. 

5. Title II of the Customs and Trade Act 
of 1990 (the 1990 Act) (Public Law No. 
101-382, 104 Stat. 629, 655) made certain 
conforming changes to the GSP, as enacted 
by Title V of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2461 
et seq.). To clarify the preferential tariff 
treatment accorded under the GSP, I have 
determined that it is necessary to modify 
provisions of the general notes to the Har- 
monized Tariff Schedule of the United 
States (HTS) to conform to the amendments 
to the 1974 Act made by the 1990 Act. 

6. Section 503(cX1) of the 1974 Act (19 
U.S.C. 2463(c\1)) provides that the Presi- 
dent may not designate certain specified 
categories of import-sensitive articles as eli- 
gible articles under the GSP. Section 
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503(cX1\A) of the 1974 Act provides that 
textile and apparel articles that are subject 
to textile agreements are import-sensitive. 
Pursuant to sections 504(a) and 604 of the 
1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2464(a) and 2483), I am 
acting to modify the HTS to remove from 
eligibility under the GSP those articles that 
have become subject to textile agreements 
and to make certain conforming changes in 
the HTS. 

7. In order to make certain technical cor- 
rections to the HTS to clarify my determi- 
nations in Proclamation 6123 of April 26, 
1990, and Proclamation 6152 of June 29, 
1990, I have determined that it is appropri- 
ate to modify general note (3)\(c)\iiXD) to the 
HTS, enumerating those articles from speci- 
fied beneficiary developing countries that 
are ineligible for preferential tariff treat- 
ment under the GSP, and to modify the 
Rates of Duty 1-Special subcolumn for HTS 
subheadings 8512.40.40 and 8708.21.00. 

8. Section 604 of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 
2483) authorizes the President to embody 
in the HTS the substance of the provisions 
of that Act, and of other acts affecting 
import treatment, and actions thereunder. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, acting 
under the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution and the laws of the United 
States, including but not limited to sections 
501, 502, 504, and 604 of the 1974 Act and 
Title II of the 1990 Act, do proclaim that: 

(1) In order to redesignate Paraguay and 
the Central African Republic and to desig- 
nate Namibia as beneficiary developing 
countries for purposes of the GSP, general 
note 3(cXiiXA) to the HTS, listing those 
countries whose products are eligible for 
benefits of the GSP, is modified by inserting 
in alphabetical order in the list of independ- 
ent countries “Paraguay”, “Central African 
Republic”, and “Namibia”. 

(2) In order to provide for the designation 
of the Central African Republic as a least- 
developed beneficiary developing country, 
general note 3(c\iiXB) to the HTS, listing 
those countries designated as least-devel- 
oped beneficiary countries, is modified by 
inserting in alphabetical order “Central Af- 
rican Republic”. 

(3) In order to make certain conforming 
changes in the HTS to reflect amendments 
to the GSP made by the 1990 Act, general 
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note 3(c\ii) to the HTS is modified as set 
forth in section A of the Annex to this proc- 
lamation. 

(4) In order to remove from eligibility 
under the GSP an article that has become 
subject to textile agreements, and to make 
certain conforming changes in the HTS, the 
HTS is modified as provided in section B of 
the Annex to this proclamation. 

(5) In order to make certain technical cor- 
rections to the HTS to reflect prior Presi- 
dential determinations concerning the GSP, 
the HTS is modified as provided in section 
C of the Annex to this proclamation. 

(6) Any provisions of previous proclama- 
tions and Executive orders inconsistent with 
the provisions of this proclamation are 
hereby superseded to the extent of such 
inconsistency. 

(7Xa) The amendments made by para- 
graph (5) of this proclamation shall be effec- 
tive with respect to articles both: (i) import- 
ed on or after January 1, 1976, and (ii) en- 
tered, or withdrawn from warehouse for 
consumption, on or after July 1, 1990. 

(b) The amendments made by paragraph 
(3) of this proclamation shall be effective 
with respect to articles both: (i) imported on 
or after January 1, 1976, and (ii) entered, or 
withdrawn from warehouse for consump- 
tion, on or after October 1, 1990. 

(c) The amendments made by paragraphs 
(1), (2), and (4) of this proclamation shall be 
effective with respect to articles both: (i) 
imported on or after January 1, 1976, and 
(ii) entered, or withdrawn from warehouse 
for consumption, on or after the date of 
publication of this proclamation in the Fed- 
eral Register. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fourth day of February, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-one, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and fifteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 5:09 p.m., February 4, 1991] 


Note: The annex to the proclamation was 
printed in the “Federal Register” of Febru- 
ary 6. 





Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
Beneficiary Trade Status for the 
Central African Republic, Paraguay, 
and Namibia 


February 4, 1991 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

I am writing to inform you of my intent 
to add the Central African Republic, Para- 
guay, and Namibia to the list of beneficiary 
developing countries under the Generalized 
System of Preferences (GSP). The GSP pro- 
gram is authorized by the Trade Act of 
1974, as amended (“the 1974 Act”). 

The Central African Republic and Para- 
guay previously had their GSP eligibility 
suspended as a result of determinations that 
they had not and were not taking steps to 
afford internationally recognized worker 
rights to workers in their countries, as re- 
quired by section 502(b\X7) of the 1974 Act. 
As a result of reviews completed to consider 
recent changes in law and practice in the 
Central African Republic and Paraguay, I 
have now determined that both countries 
meet the worker rights standard of the law 
and are otherwise eligible to have their 
GSP benefits reinstated. 

Namibia became an independent nation 
on March 21, 1990. I have determined that 
Namibia meets the eligibility standards of 
the GSP law and that it is appropriate to 
designate Namibia as a beneficiary develop- 
ing country for purposes of the GSP. 

This notice is submitted in accordance 
with section 502(aX1) of the Trade Act of 
1974, as amended. 

Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives, and Dan Quayle, President of the 
Senate. 


Executive Order 12749—Additions to 
Level IV of the Executive Schedule 
February 4, 1991 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and the laws of 
the United States of America, including sec- 
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tion 5317 of title 5 of the United States 
Code, and in order to place additional posi- 
tions in Level IV of the Executive Schedule, 
Section 1-101 of Executive Order No. 
12154, as amended, is further amended by 
adding thereto the following new subsec- 
tions: 

“(h) Director, Office for Victims of Crime, 
Department of Justice. 

“(i) Director, Bureau of Justice Assistance, 
Department of Justice.” 


George Bush 


The White House, 
February 4, 1991. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:37, p.m., February 4, 1991) 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on President Bush’s Telephone 
Conversation With State President 
Frederik Willem de Klerk of South 
Africa 


February 4, 1991 


President Bush spoke with President de 
Klerk of South Africa this morning. Presi- 
dent Bush commended Mr. de Klerk on his 
speech of last week in which he announced 
further steps toward the dismantling of 
apartheid. President Bush noted that these 
are historic measures. 

President Bush also gave President de 
Klerk an update on the Persian Gulf war, 
pointing out that the coalition effort was 
proceeding smoothly and as planned. 


The President’s News Conference 
February 5, 1991 


The President. After this statement I'll be 
glad to take some questions. 

This morning, I spoke with President Sali- 
nas, and Prime Minister Mulroney of 
Canada, and together we intend to pursue a 
trilateral free trade agreement that would 
link our three economies in bold and far- 
reaching ways. 
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Successful conclusion of the free trade 
agreement will expand market opportuni- 
ties, increase prosperity, and help our three 
countries meet the economic challenges of 
the future. A free trade area encompassing 
all three countries would create a North 
American market of 360 million people, 
with annual production of more than $6 
trillion. This agreement would be a dramat- 
ic first step toward the realization of a hem- 
ispheric free trade zone stretching from 
Point Barrow in Alaska to the Straits of Ma- 
gellan. 

I’ve informed the Congress of this deci- 
sion and notified them of my intent to use 
the fast-track procedure for this North 
American free trade zone. In cooperation 
with Mexico and Canada, we will work ac- 
tively to conclude these negotiations expe- 
ditiou. iy. 

Anc I am—let me shift to the budget for 
a sec-—I am very pleased at the generally 
constructive reception that our budget is 
receiving, and in particular, am pleased at 
the positive receptions that the Governors 
gave yesterday concerning our budget pro- 
posal for transferring 15 billion dollars’ 
worth of government programs to the 
States—fully funded, I might add. 

It will put the States at the forefront of 
problem-solving and provide the necessary 
flexibility for administrating government 
programs. And I believe this can open up a 
whole new era of cooperation, as well as 
State responsibility that can only have a 
beneficial impact. 

This morning I also spoke with President 
Ozal of Turkey, regarding the coalition ef- 
forts in the Persian Gulf. We’re nearing the 
end of the third week of Operation Desert 
Storm—almost 21 days to the hour. And I’m 
pleased to report that we remain on course 
and on schedule. 

U.S. and coalition forces continue to per- 
form their assigned missions with great pro- 
fessionalism and, thankfully, with only 
modest casualties on our side. And I’d like 
to emphasize that we’re going to extraordi- 
nary and, I would venture to say, unprece- 
dented lengths to avoid damage to civilians 
and holy places. 

We do not seek Iraq’s destruction, nor do 
we seek to punish the Iraqi people for the 
decisions and policies of their leaders. In 
addition, we are doing everything possi- 
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ble—and with great success—to minimize 
collate1al damage, despite the fact that 
Saddam. is now relocating some military 
functions, such as command and control 
headquarters, in civilian areas such as 
schools. 

I'd also emphasize that our goals have not 
changed. We continue to seek Iraq’s full 
compliance with the 12 relevant United Na- 
tions Security Council resolutions. 

And our soldiers have performed with 
courage and bravery that should make all 
Americans proud. And I believe our coun- 
try is giving them the support that they 
need and deserve. As we move into -the 
fourth week of this conflict, I ask all Ameri- 
cans to continue their prayers for our val- 
iant men and women in the Gulf. 

And just let me end with this—that I 
have asked Dick Cheney, the Secretary of 
Defense, and General Powell to travel to 
Saudi Arabia late this week to meet directly 
with Norm Schwarzkopf and his staff. The 
purpose of this trip, which will be a short 
one, will be for them to get a firsthand 
status report. And I would then look for- 
ward to their returning here quickly and 
meeting with me and my other senior ad- 
visers. 

So, with no further ado, who has the first? 
Terry [Terence Hunt, Associated Press]? 


Persian Gulf Conflict 


Q. Mr. President, your new budget con- 
tains relatively little money for the Persian 
Gulf war, which some analysts think could 
cost as high as $1 billion a day if it goes into 
a ground conflict. If the war goes on for 
months, how will you pay for it with an 
economy that’s in a recession and a deficit 
that’s climbing past $300 billion? 

The President. Well, I think that in the 
budget some $15 billion is included. And I 
think what people that are concerned about 
this have not realized is that we are getting 
significant support committed from over- 
seas. And I’m confident that what we have 
in there will take care of it—will be testi- 
mony on this up on the Hill, but we’re talk- 
ing about having commitments of close to— 
I think it’s $50 or $51 billion from others 
added to the $15 billion that we have budg- 
eted. That’s $66 billion, and we believe it 
should be sufficient. 





Q. Would you under any circumstances 
consider a surtax to pay for the war if it 
goes onP 

The President. Too hypothetical, but I 
can see no reason for a war surtax. I don’t 
think it’s necessary, and I’ve heard very 
little call for that, as a matter of fact, be- 
cause I think people realize that these cost 
estimates are pretty accurate. 

Q. Mr. President, I think that you showed 
today that you are a little disturbed that 
people might think the goals have changed. 
But you don’t deny, do you, that in addition 
to driving the Iraqis out of Kuwait, there is 
a sort of systematic destruction of the infra- 
structure—the essentials of daily living in 
Iraq? I mean, and that may be 

The President. No, that’s not what we’re 
doing. No, we are not trying to systemati- 
cally destroy the functions of daily living in 
Iraq. That’s not what we’re trying to do—or 
are we doing it. 

Q. No water, no electricity, no fuel. 

The President. Well, I would say that our 
effort, our main goal is to get this man to 
comply with the resolutions. But we are not 
trying to systematically destroy the infra- 
structure or to destroy Iraq. For example, I 
can tell you about—on targeting petroleum 
resources, we’re not trying to wipe out all 
their ability to produce oil. We’re not trying 
to wipe out all their ability to refine oil. We 
are trying to wipe out and keep them from 
resupplying their military machine. 

Q. May I follow up? 

The President. Yes. 

Q. You say everything is on schedule, on 
course. What is the schedule for ending this 
war? 

The President. Well, we'll have to just 
wait and see, Helen [Helen Thomas, United 
Press International]. That’s a very complli- 
cated question. 

Q. Is it all a secret? 

The President. But the war has been 
going on for something less than 21 days 
now, fully, and I think it is going very well, 
indeed. And so we will keep going, and I 
will avoid making—— 

Q. Do you have an end in sight? 

The President. ——I1 will avoid making 
predictions as to when it will end, but it 
won’t be—I’ve said this over and over 
again—it will not be a Vietnam. I don’t be- 
lieve it’s going to be long and drawn-out. 
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And it is going as we planned. It is going on 
schedule. It is going very well. 

Q. Mr. President, does the Cheney-Powell 
visit over there signal that a decision is at 
hand on the commencement of a ground 
war? 

The President. No, it doesn’t signal that. 

Q. Well, let me follow by asking you: 
There is a perceptible increase in anti- 
American sentiment in the streets of a 
number of capitals in the Middle East. Does 
this add to the pressure on you to wrap this 
war up and get it over with? 

The President. No, it doesn’t, because 
what we overlook when we see the demon- 
strations on the television is the fact that 
there’s strong support in many Arab coun- 
tries. And I am staying in very close touch 
with our coalition partners, and I am always 
encouraged when I talk to them about the 
support in their countries and in other parts 
of the Arab world for what we’re doing. 
Yes, it’s divided, and, yes, I’ve seen the 
demonstrations in Amman; I’ve seen some 
of the demonstrations in the Magreb. But to 
get back to your question, they will not 
influence my decisionmaking on the timing 
involved, say, for the use of ground forces. 

Saddam Hussein will not set the timing 
for what comes next. We will do that. And I 
will have to make that decision if we go to 
ground forces, and I will do it upon serious 
consideration of the recommendations of 
our military, including our Secretary of De- 
fense and the Chairman, of course, but also 
of our commanders in the field. 

But I see those demonstrations and I un- 
derstand that some look at this and—some 
in the—more in the fundamentalist, particu- 
larly—differently. But I also am gratified 
with the support in the Arab world, and I 
think it’s strong. I think a lot of them want 
to see this man comply with these resolu- 
tions fully and not see this aggression re- 
warded, no matter what’s happening in the 
streets. 

Q. Sir, the White House and the State 
Department were cool, even indifferent, tc 
the Iranian peace initiative. Why so? Why 
would you not encourage an_ initiative 
which called for the full withdrawal from 
Kuwait by Saddam? 

The President. 1 don’t think that there 
was an initial—I don’t think there is an Ira- 
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nian proposal, John [John Cochran, NBC 
News]. I have not seen it. I just hung up 
talking to President Ozal of Turkey, and he 
doesn’t think there is a specific Iranian pro- 
posal because—and I think the reason is 
that people realize that this man has to 
comply with these resolutions without 
equivocation; that he has to go forward, no 
concession, no compromise, and do what 
the world has called on him to do. And at 
that point, then there can be some cessation 
of hostilities. But I have not seen a specific 
five-point program out of Tehran. 

Q. Well, there are reports from Tehran 
that do give several points. But beyond 
that—— 

The President. They did what? 

Q. There are reports out of Tehran that, 
in fact, do include several points which do 
include the withdrawal from Iraq. But the 
problem—— 

The President. Let me stop you there if I 
could, and then I'll get back to your ques- 
tion. If that were the case, it would seem to 
me that Iran would have conveyed such a 
proposal to the United States, and that is 
not the case. 

Q. The problem seems to be, sir, an im- 
pression is being given that you will be dis- 
appointed if the war ends with Saddam 
Hussein still in power. 

The President. | see. No, I don’t think 
that’s the case, but the war will not end 
with Saddam Hussein standing with his 
view that he will not withdraw from 
Kuwait. I believe one of the things we’ll see 
that came out of these recent meetings 
with the Iraqi Hadami [Sa‘dun Hammadi, 
Deputy Prime Minister of Iraq] in Iran is 
that Iraq is showing no flexibility whatso- 
ever in terms of withdrawing from Kuwait. 
So, we get right back to square one. There’s 
nothing to negotiate about. There’s nothing 
to be conciliatory about when you have a 
person who is steadfast in his refusal to 
comply with the fundamental purpose, and 
that is to get him out of Kuwait. But we 
haven’t shifted our objectives on this. 

Now, would I weep? Would I mourn if 
somehow Saddam Hussein did not remain 
as head of his country? I thought Prime 
Minister Major spoke very well about it— 
spoke very convincingly about it, and he 
reflected my view that there will be no 
sorrow if he’s not there. In fact, it would be 
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a lot easier to see a successful conclusion 
because I don’t believe anybody other than 
Saddam Hussein is going to want to contin- 
ue to subject his army to the pounding they 
are taking, or his people to the pounding 
that is going on. So, I would like to think 
that somehow, some way, that would 
happen. But I have no evidence that it will. 

Q. Mr. President, back on the timing of 
the ground offensive. You said last week at 
Fort Stewart, Georgia, and again here today 
that the United States and its allies—and 
not Saddam MHussein—would determine 
that. Three weeks into the war, what are 
the prospects for avoiding ground warfare 
in the Gulf? 

The President. Well, I think one of the 
things that I look forward to hearing from 
General Powell and Dick Cheney is the 
answer to that question. And I guess you 
could rephrase it and say, would airpower 
alone get the job done? My own view is I’m 
somewhat skeptical that it would, but I’m 
very interested to hear from our Secretary 
of Defense and the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs. 

Q. Well, we’ve heard conflicting reports 
about what happened in Khafji last week. 
Some reports have it that it was a skirmish, 
others that it was a major engagement, 
some that the Iraqis fought very poorly, and 
some that they put up quite a bit of resist- 
ance. What is your reading of that? 

The President. My reading is to refer to 
General Schwarzkopf and the Pentagon 
briefing on that, which I thought were very 
clear. And obviously, there were devastat- 
ing losses on the Iraqi side—no question 
about the amounts of armor that were 
killed and, regrettably, the loss of life. But 
there’s no question that this was a humiliat- 
ing defeat. But I’d rather leave the details 
of that to the Pentagon briefers or to the 
briefers out in Saudi Arabia—who, inciden- 
tally, both of whom are doing a superb job 
of keeping the American people informed, 
keeping the world informed. And they have 
my full support for the way in which 
they’re briefing. 

Q. Sir, you just mentioned the pounding 
that these Iraqi troops are taking. And I 
wonder how you have approached the deci- 
sion where you obviously, if you continue 
this aerial bombardment like this, run the 





chance of slaughtering, literally, tens of 
thousands of Iraqi troops. The two-part 
question is, first, do you draw any conclu- 
sion that Saddam is either out of control of 
that decision or lost his senses? 

The President. On what decision? 

Q. On allowing the United States, basical- 
ly, to pound his troops who are virtually 
defenseless from the air. 

The President. 'm not sure he has the 
full—I’ve never known for fact certain how 
much he’s told. You mentioned Khafji—the 
question was raised. I don’t know how 
much information he has about what hap- 
pened there in spite of the full coverage 
that takes place. But let me be very clear. 
What concerns me are the lives of our 
troops. What concerns me are the lives of 
our coalition forces, the Saudi and the Qatar 
forces that went into Khafji very coura- 
geously. And my first worries are about 
them. And Saddam Hussein should be con- 
cerned about the Iraqi forces. But how con- 
cerned he is, I don’t know. Because when 
you shove people into battle, pushing them 
from behind to be defeated clearly and 
surely; or when you send your airplanes up, 
and the score is totally one-sided—in fact, 
every engagement in the air, the Iraqi 
planes and pilots have gone down—you 
have to wonder how he looks at what 
you're asking about, how he feels about 
that. 

But here’s a man that used chemical 
weapons on his own people. Here’s a man 
that gassed the Kurds. Here’s a man who 
has no hesitancy to recklessly throw city- 
busting Scuds, population-killing Scuds, into 
Israel or into Saudi Arabia. Here’s a man 
that brutally parades prisoners of war. 
Here’s a man that has launched environ- 
mental terrorism. I can’t figure out what 
he’s thinking, and neither do the coalition 
partners with whom I am in touch; neither 
can they figure it out. 

But we're going to pursue this to achieve 
our objectives. And clearly, I want those 
objectives achieved with the most limited 
loss of life possible. It works on my mind 
every day. And I want to be sure that we 
pursue our ends with that in mind. But we 
are going to prevail, and I’m going to do 
whatever is necessary to be sure that we do 
and be sure we do it in relatively timely 
fashion. 
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Q. It’s already been suggested, though, 
that he is willing to suffer that level of casu- 
alties to his forces to increase a wave of 
anti-American sentiment in the region after 
the war, to hurt you politically after the 
war. Is that a consideration? 

The President. 1 wouldn’t be surprised if 
that’s what he’s trying to do. But I think 
that after the war, when we prevail—and 
we will—and when the coalition prevails— 
and it will—there will be a renewed credi- 
bility for the United States, a renewed 
credibility for the United Nations. And thus, 
I worry far less about that than about other 
things because I think we then have an 
enormous potential to join with others in 
being the peacemakers. 

Q. Mr. President, on the question that 
John posed about Iran, is the problem with 
any Iranian peace effort simply the fact that 
it is Iran and your relations with Iran them- 
selves are not good? 

The President. No, not at all. And there 
are other—let’s be fair about it, there are 
other countries that have offered up a will- 
ingness to try to bring peace to the area. I 
think of my friend Chadli Bendjedid of Al- 
geria; I think of what the Arab League 
early on tried to do; I think of the Secre- 
tary-General of the United Nations. There’s 
a lot of people who are obviously concerned 
about peace, would like to find a way to 
bring this to a conclusion. 

So, the fact that Iran would like to see 
the war end is encouraging. And Iran is 
conducting itself, in my view, in a very 
credible way here. They’ve said that those 
airplanes that come in there are going to be 
impounded, and we take them at their 
word on that. They have not been violators 
of the sanctions that we’re aware of. They 
have wanted to remain neutral. They are 
concerned about continued U.S. ground 
force presence in the Gulf, and I keep 
saying, not just to reassure Iran but to ev- 
erybody else, we have no intention of leav- 
ing forces in that area. We are there as part 
of a coalition under the United Nations res- 
olutions to get this job done. 

So, I have no argument with the way Iran 
is conducting itself. The only thing I was 
disputing with John a little is whether there 
was a specific peace proposal. And I don’t 
think there is because I think Iran knows 
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that Saddam has to comply fully with these 
resolutions and start a credible, visible with- 
drawal; then the new regime of legitimate 
leaders comes back to Kuwait. 

And that’s the way it could end if Saddam 
could come to his senses. But I keep coming 
back to the point that in all these talks 
there is no indication that he is prepared to 
get out of Kuwait. It’s always the bottom 
line. They talk and talk and talk—and then, 
“But this is Province 19; we’re going to stay 
there.” 

Q. If I could follow quickly, just to touch 
on a second neighbor. The reports are that 
Syria is now engaged in fighting and shell- 
ing on the ground. Do you have a full com- 
mitment from Syria to go with you on a 
ground war, and is that representative 

The President. Well, | again would refer 
that out. I have no reason to be dissatisfied 
with the commitment there, but I just can’t 
tell you—I’m not going to go into the game 
plan as to who is supposed to be doing 
what. 

Q. Mr. President, you sound very much 
like you’ve come to the conclusion in your 
own mind that Saddam Hussein will never 
surrender—never. Have you come to that 
conclusion, and what does that mean about 
the length of the war and ferocity of his 
fighting forces? 

The President. No, I haven’t put it in 
terms of surrender; I’ve been putting it in 
terms of compliance with the resolutions. 
But I don’t know. As I’ve said, it is very 
difficult to read somebody who is doing 
these horrible things that he is doing to 
civilian populations, to prisoners, to the en- 
vironment, and to many other things. So, I 
just can’t predict it, but all I know is, we 
are going to prevail. The coalition will pre- 
vail. He will comply with the United Na- 
tions resolutions, and that means he will be 
totally out of Kuwait one way or another. 
But I don’t know—I can’t give you a clear 
picture of exactly which way will achieve 
that result. 

Q. Well, there has been quite a lot of 
denigrating of his forces early in this war. 
That is, they won’t fight. If they’re not sup- 
plied in time, they'll give up in large num- 
bers. Have you changed your view of his 
ground forces? 

The President. No. The one serious en- 
gagement on the ground forces is they’ve 
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been obliterated. So, I haven’t changed my 
view on it. But having said that, we will 
conduct ourselves in such a way as to mini- 
mize—I mean, to see that the risk to coali- 
tion forces is minimum. And that is what 
I’ve asked our Chairman and our Secretary 
to do and to look into when they go out 
there. 

Q. Mr. President, I’m wondering if you 
could tell us the latest you’ve heard from 
the International Red Cross or anyone else 
who is trying to find out the fate of the 
POW’s and the personnel who are missing 
there? 

The President. So far all I’ve heard is a 
frustrating silence of his willingness to 
permit people to do what should be done, 
and that is to inspect and talk to the people 
involved. That’s all I’ve heard. 

Q. Sir, as a followup, do you, following 
your experience in World War II, feel any 
personal kinship with these pilots who were 
shot down? 

The President. Well, it doesn’t have any- 
thing to do with my experience, particular- 
ly, many, many years ago. It has a lot to do 
with the fact that they are courageous 
Americans. And the answer to your ques- 
tion is, yes, I feel very strongly about it. 
And I had a chance to say that to some of 
the spouses and I—but it’s not some kind of 
a psychological tie-in to the fact that 50 
years ago I was flying airplanes. It’s the fact 
that I’m just—you see that, and you see 
these prisoners paraded, and it just turns 
my stomach. It just says something about 
the brutality of this person. And that’s what 
really motivates me. 


Soviet Union 


Q. Mr. President, I’d like to change the 
subject briefly and ask you about the Soviet 
Union—whether you feel that Mikhail Gor- 
bachev is still in charge and is still a person 
with whom the United States should be 
dealing and placing its trust? 

The President. Well, he is still in charge, 
and he is still the President of the Soviet 
Union; and thus we will deal with the Presi- 
dent of the Soviet Union. He has enormous 
problems at home, and we’ve discussed 
them. His new Foreign Minister was here 
and said they were going to do certain 
things. We’re watching to see if they will all 





be done. Some have been done. And so it’s 
a very troubling situation inside the Soviet 
Union right now. But he’s the President, 
and I’m the President of this country, and 
of course we will deal with the authorities 
there. You don’t set up 25 other diplomatic 
initiatives with a country; it’s not the way 
you treat somebody. You deal in normal 
ways. And I’m going to do that. But we are 
looking for—that does not diminish my 
desire to see the people of the Baltics, for 
example, fulfill their destiny. 

Q. If I could follow, do you feel the era of 
glasnost and perestroika is over? 

The President. The era of it? No. I think 
it will never go back, no matter what hap- 
pens, to the totalitarian, closed-society days 
of the cold war. 


Persian Gulf Conflict 


Q. Mr. President, you’ve made the point 
many times that the world needs to stop 
Saddam now, unlike in the 1930’s when it 
failed to stop Hitler. In retrospect, do you 
ever think that this war might have been 
avoided if the U.S. had been tougher with 
Saddam long before he invaded Kuwait? 

The President. Yes, yes. 

Q. Is there any lesson to be drawn from 
that, in other words? 

The President. Well, we tried the peace- 
ful route. We tried working with him and 
changing through contact. I don’t know 
what the lesson is. The lesson is clear in this 
case—that that didn’t work. But whether 
there’s a lesson in the future that you reach 
out to regimes—I think it was proper that 
we have reached out to the Soviet Union, 
when you look at the dramatic changes in 
Eastern Europe, you look at the changes in 
the unification of Germany, you look at the 
withdrawal of Soviet forces from a lot of 
Eastern Europe. I mean, at times you want 
to try to go forward with regimes. I think 
Nixon’s going to China was a very appropri- 
ate and courageous diplomatic move that 
has made the world a little better in spite of 
setbacks. That’s the way I approach it. 

Q. Mr. President, Saddam Hussein has not 
yet used chemical weapons on the battle- 
field, but some analysts believe that may be 
something that we will face in the future. 
Have you made a decision on what the U.S. 
response would be if he does turn to chemi- 
cal weapons? And have you ruled out the 
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idea that the United States might in turn 
use weapons of mass destruction? 

The President. Well, I think it’s better to 
never say what option you may be consider- 
ing or may or may not do. But, yes, he has 
used chemical weapons on his own people, 
so the only way I would like to take the 
opportunity in responding to your question 
to say he ought to think very carefully 
about doing that—very, very carefully. And 
I will leave that up to a very fuzzy interpre- 
tation because I would like to have every 
possible chance that he decides not to do 
this. 

And you talk about turning world opinion 
further against this brutal man, that would 
do it. But how we will respond or some- 
thing, I would wait for recommendations 
and I would not discuss options ahead of 
time one way or another. 

Q. I understand that you’re not going to 
tell us what you would do, but have you in 
your own mind made a decision on what 
you would do, even though you can’t reveal 
itP 

The President. No. 

Q. Mr. President, can you say with 100- 
percent Presidential guarantee that you will 
not reinstate the draft? 

The President. 1 have absolutely no inten- 
tion of reinstating the draft. I’ve heard no 
discussion from any of our people about the 
need to reinstate the draft. We have an all- 
volunteer army that is totally capable of 
getting this job done. 

Q. So the answer is no, you will not? 

The President. No, I will not what? 
[Laughter] 

Q. Reinstate the draft? 

The President. You're right—no, I will 
not reinstate the draft. 

Q. Mr. President, in an interview pub- 
lished this morning, General Schwarzkopf 
spoke rather eloquently of the emotional 
burden he carries sending—giving orders to 
troops that may cause combat casualties. As 
Commander in Chief, is that a nagging con- 
cern of yours that might lead you to extend 
the air war longer before committing land 
troops? 

The President. Well, I would think—in 
the first place—and Norm Schwarzkopf un- 
derstands, Powell understands, Cheney un- 
derstands—that that’s a decision the Presi- 
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dent has to make. But I don’t feel any lone- 
liness about that or—the loneliness at the 
top. I have very able people to depend on. 
And it is a decision that I’m perfectly pre- 
pared to make upon recommendation of 
these people in whom I have so much con- 
fidence. 

But I wouldn’t go against sound military 
dogma—or doctrine, I mean—in order to 
just delay for the sake of delay—hoping that 
it would save lives. 


Q. There seems to be an increasing—— 


The President. 1 said at the beginning— 
let me finish, John [John Mashek, Boston 
Globe], just one more thought and then I'll 
get back—I said at the beginning I am not 
going to second-guess. Now, there may be 
times when I have to say we’re not going to 
do it this way or we may have to do some- 
thing that way, but I don’t think that this 
would be one of those cases at all. And I 
would bear the full responsibility for that 
very difficult decision. But I feel rather 
calm about it because we have a game plan, 
and we’ve stayed with the game plan, and 
we are on target. And unless I get recom- 
mendations from these men in whom I 
have so much trust, we’re going to remain 
on the plan. 

Q. There seems to be an increasing feel- 
ing on the Hill among Republicans as well 
as Democrats that we should wait longer; 
some say even up to June. What’s the 
down-side of waiting that long and continu- 
ing to pound away at targets? 

The President. 1 would simply say that I 
want to let this be determined by people 
that understand the military plan and that 
are prepared to implement it. And I re- 
member before January 16th there was the 
same feeling—please let the sanctions work. 
I mean, I can understand the feeling on the 
Hill. I can understand those who say let air 
power do it alone. 

But I’m going to make these calls. These 
are the responsibilities of the Commander 
in Chief—that kind of decision. And I will 
make that decision after full consultation 
with the chief out there and the two main 
military people upon whom I depend 
here—Secretary of Defense and Chairman 
of the Chiefs. 

So, I’m not trying to say it wouldn’t be a 
difficult decision, but I am saying, one, I’m 
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prepared to make it, and two, I have total 
confidence that this decision will not be 
recommended to me unless the people that 
I’ve just mentioned know that it’s the right 
thing to do. 


Q. Mr. President, there are some reports 
circulating that if Saddam Hussein were to 
begin a withdrawal from Kuwait you would 
still continue to prosecute this war at least 
for a while until you were satisfied certain 
conditions were met. Now, obviously, this is 
semihypothetical. He hasn’t gotven out, of 
course. But could you tell us something 
about your conditions for agreeing to a 
cease-fire in the event that he did begin a 
withdrawal? 


The President. It would have to be a 
credible, visible, totally convincing with- 
drawal. There would be other things that I 
will not state here that I would want to see 
happen. That would mean immediate su- 
pervision of the withdrawal. It would mear 
a return of the legitimate goverr.ment right 
away. And so there are several things. But 
the reason I want to pull back a little and 
not give you a !£-point program is that he’s 
got to say: I’m going to get out of Kuwait 
now, and I’m going to get out fasc, and I’m 
going to do « so everybody knows that I’m 
not making tnis 1», that ’m going to go 
forward. No trust, no concession—‘“T’ll get 
out if you'll get out’—we’ve passed that. 
We tried that—dipic 22*ic effort after dipio- 
matic effort. 


Now we're in a war with this man. And 
he will comply with these resolutions fully, 
without concession. And then we can deter- 
mine what niceties or what little details 
need to be done. But what has to happen to 
begin with is a credible withdrawal from 
Kuwait without concession, without condi- 
tion. And all the rest of this then can fall 
into place. 


Last one. 


Q. Mr. President, we’ve heard from your 
wife recently that you haven’t been sleep- 
ing so well, and we’ve also heard that the 
drums outside are keeping you awake. My 
question is, if you could just share with us 
what kind of personal toll this war has 
taken on you as far as your routine, your 
moods, your emotions? 





The President. Maureen [Maureen Dowd, 
New York Times], look, my wife—normally 
I stick by everything she says, but I’m sleep- 
ing very well. The drums have ceased, 
oddly enough. And there was a slight hy- 
perbole there because the drums could only 
be heard from one side of the White House. 
However, when they got up over the 60- 
decibel count limit, a protest was raised by 
a hote! over here because they were on the 
wrong side and they heard the drums. And, 
lo, people went forth with decibel count 
auditors—[laughter|—and they found the 
man got—the incessant drummers got to 
over 60, and they were moved out of there. 
[Laughter] And I hope they stay out of 
there because I don’t want the people in 
the hotel to not have a good night’s sleep. 
I’m sleeping quite well, as a matter of fact. 
And I say this not frivolously because you 
ask a more serious question. And I can’t tell 
you that I don’t worry a lot about our fami- 
lies of the troops. 

I'll tell you what was emotional for me— 
and I don’t think I’ve had a press confer- 
ence since then—was this visit down to the 
three bases I went to. It was very, very 
moving. But what I came back with was 
this sense of wonder at the way these 
spouses stand together, totally supportive of 
their spouses across the way. So, when I 
said I got lifted up, my morale was not 
down; it’s been good. And I’m just so confi- 
dent of how this thing is going to work out. 
But it was better—my morale was better 
when I saw these families. And when I 
talked to some who had loved ones missing 
or held prisoner, I just wondered at their 
strength. 

And I have had some other contacts with 
people that are in that description—one 
most beautiful letter from a wife of a pilot 
who was killed in action. And her spirit and 
the way she approached this whole conflict 
over there in the face of her own loss has 
been inspiring—it has been totally inspiring 
to me. 

So my own feeling is I know what I’ve 
got to do. I’ve got very good people helping 
me do it. I really don’t lose sleep. I can’t tell 
you I don’t shed a tear for families and for 
those that might be lost in combat. We’ve 
had very few losses, and yet I’ve got to tell 
you I feel each one. But we’re going to 
continue this, and we’re going to prevail. 
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And I think Marlin said that was the last 
question. 
Thank you very much. 


Note: President Bush’s 71st news conference 
began at 11:35 a.m. in the Briefing Room at 
the White House. In his remarks, he 7e- 
ferred to President Carlos Salinas de Gor- 
tari of Mexico; Soviet Foreign Minister Alex- 
ander A. Bessmertnykh; Gen. H. Norman 
Schwarzkopf, commander of U.S. forces in 
the Persian Gulf; Prime Minister John 
Major of the United Kingdom; President 
Chadli Bendjedid of Algeria; and Marlin 
Fitzwater, Press Secretary to the President. 


Joint Statement Announcing Canada- 
Mexico-United States Trilateral Free 
Trade Negotiations 


February 5, 1991 


The President of the United States, 
George Bush; the President of the United 
Mexican States, Carlos Salinas de Gortari; 
and the Prime Minister of Canada, Brian 
Mulroney, announced today their intention 
to pursue a North American free trade 
agreement creating one of the world’s larg- 
est liberalized markets. 


Following consultations among their min- 
isters responsible for international trade, 
the three leaders concluded that a North 
American free trade agreement would 
foster sustained economic growth through 
expanded trade and investment in a market 
comprising over 360 million people and $6 
trillion in output. In so doing, the agree- 
ment would help all three countries meet 
the economic challenges they will face over 
the next decade. 


Accordingly, the three leaders have 
agreed that their trade ministers should 
proceed as soon as possible, in accordance 
with each country’s domestic procedures, 
with trilateral negotiations aimed at a com- 
prehensive North American free trade 
agreement. The goal would be to progres- 
sively eliminate obstacles to the flow of 
goods and services and to investment, pro- 
vide for the protection of intellectual prop- 
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erty rights, and establish a fair and expedi- 
tious dispute settlkement mechanism. 


February 5, 1991 


Note: This joint statement was made avail- 
able by the Office of the Press Secretary but 
was not issued as a White House press re- 
lease. 


Proclamation 6246—National Visiting 
Nurse Associations Week, 1991 


February 5, 1991 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Visiting Nurse Associations have provided 
high-quality, affordable health care services 
to homebound Americans for more than 
100 years. The dedicated men and women 
who carry on the work of these independ- 
ently operated, voluntary associations make 
it possible for patients to obtain needed 
care while remaining in familiar, comforta- 
ble surroundings, among family and friends. 
In so doing, visiting nurse professionals 
bring to their work a warm, personal touch 
as well as valuable knowledge and skills. 

Over the years Americans have come to 
equate Visiting Nurse Associations with reli- 
able home health care for persons recuper- 
ating from illness or injury, for persons inca- 
pacitated by physical or mental disabilities, 
for the terminally ill, and for those suffering 
from chronically disabling diseases. These 
associations offer a wide range of medical 
care and support services—including spe- 
cialized nursing, nutritional counseling, 
homemaker and home health aide services, 
as well as speech, physical, and occupational 
therapy. As nonprofit, community-based or- 
ganizations, Visiting Nurse Associations not 
only stay attuned to the particular needs of 
individuals and families but also help to 
mitigate rising health care costs. 

This week we gratefully recognize the 
important contribution that Visiting Nurse 
Associations make to our Nation’s health 
care system. We also honor the generous, 
hardworking men and women who serve 
their fellow Americans through these 
valued organizations. 
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The Congress, by Public Law 101-468, 
has designated the week beginning Febru- 
ary 17, 1991, as “National Visiting Nurse 
Associations Week”’ and has authorized and 
requested the President to issue a procla- 
mation in observance of this week. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week beginning Feb- 
ruary 17, 1991, as National Visiting Nurse 
Associations Week. I invite all Americans to 
observe this week with appropriate pro- 
grams, ceremonies, and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fifth day of February, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-one, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and fifteenth. George Bush 
[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 2:16 p.m., February 5, 1991] 


Nomination of Rockwell A. Schnabel 
To Be Deputy Secretary of Commerce 


February 5, 1991 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Rockwell Anthony Schna- 
bel to be Deputy Secretary of Commerce at 
the Department of Commerce. He would 
succeed Thomas Joseph Murrin. 

Since 1989 Mr. Schnabel has served as 
Under Secretary for Travel and Tourism at 
the U.S. Department of Commerce in 
Washington, DC. Prior to this Mr. Schnabel 
served as U.S. Ambassador to Finland, 
1985-1989. In addition, he was president of 
Unilife Assurance Group in Luxembourg, 
1975-1979. In 1965, Mr. Schnabel joined 
Bateman Eichler, Hill Richards, Inc., serv- 
ing in various senior management positions 
including president of the firm’s holding 
company. 

Mr. Schnabel attended Trinity College in 
The Netherlands, 1952-1956. He served in 
the U.S. National Guard Reserves, 1959- 
1965. He was born December 30, 1936, in 
Amsterdam, The Netherlands. Mr. Schnabel 
is married, has three children, and resides 
in Washington, DC. 





Remarks on Signing the Veterans’ 
Compensation Amendments of 1991 
and the Agent Orange Act of 1991 
February 6, 1991 


Good morning. It’s a pleasure once again 
to have so many familiar faces here today 
representing our veterans. And, of course, 
it’s a pleasure to be standing up here with 
one of the great members of our Cabinet, 
Ed Derwinski. I see so many Members of 
Congress—five special ones here who were 
instrumental in the passage of this legisla- 
tion: Congressmen Sonny Montgomery, Bob 
Stump; Senator Spector, Senator Murkow- 
ski, and Senator Bob Graham. 

From Midway to Normandy, from 
Inchon, to Khe Sanh, to last week’s battle at 
Khafji, American marines, soldiers, airmen, 
sailors, coastguardsmen have given their 
lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honor 
to keep freedom safe. American men and 
women are fighting for peace today, as we 
did then, because America must lead in de- 
terring and defeating aggression. And we’re 
here today to ensure that our nation will 
ever remember those who defended her: 
the men and women who stood where duty 
required them to stand. 

It’s my honor today to sign into law two 
bills which give veterans and their families 
the compensation that they deserve. The 
first is H.R. 3, and it provides for a 1991 
cost-of-living adjustment; and the second, 
H.R. 556, codifies our administration’s regu- 
lations for compensation for three diseases. 
It also relies on independent science, with 
the help of the National Academy of Sci- 
ences, to settle the troubling question con- 
cerning the effects on veterans of exposure 
to herbicides used during the Vietnam war. 
This is a continuation of our policy over the 
past 2 years to deal with this very complex 
and very divisive issue, but to deal with it 
in a fair and compassionate way. 

And I want to salute those who ensured 
that, in the end, a bipartisan spirit prevailed 
to pass these important pieces of legislation. 
These two bills meet the critical needs of 
our veterans and will build the confidence 
of tomorrow’s veterans that they and their 
loved ones will not be forgotten. 

A grateful nation salutes our veterans for 
the difference they have made in the histo- 
ry of this country and, indeed, of the world. 
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Our allied forces are sacrificing much today 
in the pursuit of peace for tomorrow. And 
the American people, I believe, are behind 
them foursquare. And I think everyone in 
this room is as proud of them—I know ev- 
eryone in this room is as proud of them as I 
am. Each and every one has volunteered to 
serve, and they’re standing against a dicta- 
tor whose brutality reminds us every single 
day that he must be stopped. The brave 
men and women of Desert Storm know 
when the forces of aggression arise, Amer- 
ica stands ready to do the hard work of 
freedom. 

And so, I am very proud and pleased to 
be able to sign this legislation today. I’d like 
to ask these five Members of Congress who 
are with us to join Secretary Derwinski and 
me as we sign these bills into law. But I 
want to thank everybody here who was in- 
strumental in the passage of these impor- 
tant pieces of legislation because I know 
that many out in the audience deserve 
great credit for this. 

Thank you so much, and now let’s sign 
this legislation. 


[At this point, the President signed the 
bills.) 


Got it done; that’s great. It’s good to see 
all of you. Thanks for coming by, and now 
we'll go about our work here. 

Things are doing darned well over there, 
too, I might add. I know there’s a lot of 
interest in all of this, and I am very confi- 
dent that we’re on schedule, and there 
have been no surprises on our side; I think 
a few on his. 

But the Air Force has been doing a good 
job, the Navy; obviously, the Marines have 
been engaged; and of course, the Army 
ready under a couple of superb command- 
ers. So, to you who have shown the support 
and interest, I just want you to know I feel 
very confident that this matter is going to 
resolve itself, and it’s not going to take that 
long, and it is going to be total and com- 
plete. 

And one of the things that I take great 
pride in and I think everybody here under- 
stands is that we’ve not second-guessing. I 
know what my obligations are as Com- 
mander in Chief, and I also have enough 
confidence in those people out there in the 
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desert, from General Schwarzkopf on down, 
and those people across the river in the 
Pentagon—Cheney and Powell, particular- 
ly—that they will make the tactical calls. 
And I’m perfectly prepared, as I said yester- 
day, to make whatever tough calls might lie 
ahead. But we’ve not going to be second- 
guessing. And once again, we’re not going 
to have these courageous young men and 
women over there fighting with some kind 
of a limited agenda, fighting with their 
hands tied behind their back. We went 
through that, and we’re never going to do it 
again as far as I’m concerned. 
Thank you all very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. In 
his remarks, he referred to Gen. H. Norman 
Schwarzkopf, commander of the U.S. forces 
in the Persian Gulf; Secretary of Defense 
Dick Cheney; and Gen. Colin L. Powell, 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. H.R. 
3, approved February 6, was assigned 
Public Law No. 102-3, and H.R. 556, ap- 
proved February 6, was assigned Public 
Law No. 102-4. 


Statement on Signing the Veterans’ 
Compensation Amendments of 1991 


February 6, 1991 


I am pleased today to sign into law H.R. 
3, the “Veterans’ Compensation Amend- 
ments of 1991.” 

Our Nation provides compensation and 
other monetary benefits to service-disabled 
veterans and Dependency and Indemnity 
Compensation (DIC) benefits to the survi- 
vors of those who died as a result of military 
service to our country. My Administration is 
committed to ensuring that these payments 
keep pace with changes in the cost of 
living. 

H.R. 3 provides a 5.4 percent increase in 
compensation and DIC benefits effective 
January 1, 1991. Nearly 2.2 million Armed 
Forces veterans and their dependents will 
benefit from this increase. In addition, the 
same increase will be provided for some 
275,000 surviving spouses and 38,000 chil- 
dren who receive DIC benefits. These are 
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survivors of some 300,000 veterans who 
either died in service to our country or as a 
result of service-connected disabilities. This 
bipartisan legislation bears witness that 
Americans now and always will keep faith 
with those who have given the full measure 
of devotion in defense of our freedoms. 

Now more than ever, Americans are re- 
minded that we owe a special debt to our 
veterans who have unselfishly placed their 
lives on the line and sacrificed so much in 
service to the Nation. Our existence as a 
Nation and the freedoms and liberties we 
enjoy, which are too often taken for grant- 
ed, depend on the men and women in our 
Armed Forces. The measure I sign today 
demonstrates our gratitude and continuing 
commitment to those who have served our 
country. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
February 6, 1991. 


Note: H.R. 3, approved February 6, was as- 
signed Public Law No. 102-3. 


Statement on Signing the Agent Orange 
Act of 1991 


February 6, 1991 


I am pleased today to sign into law H.R. 
556, the “Agent Orange Act of 1991.” This 
legislation relies on science to settle the 
troubling questions concerning the effect 
on veterans of exposure to herbicides—such 
as Agent Orange—used during the Vietnam 
era. 

H.R. 556 will have three primary effects: 

—It will codify decisions previously made 
by my Administration with respect to 
presumptions of service connection re- 
lated to the Vietnam experience and 
herbicide exposure. 

—It will establish a new procedure for 
determining whether particular dis- 
eases are related to exposure to Agent 
Orange. This includes calling upon the 
National Academy of Sciences to study 
the scientific evidence concerning the 
potential health effects of exposure to 





Agent Orange and other herbicides 
used in Vietnam. 

—It will provide a reasoned and scientific 
basis for determining whether to pro- 
ceed with further studies concerning 
the effects of exposure to herbicides. 

The issue of the effects of exposure to 
Agent Orange is one of deeply held, but 
divisive, beliefs. I believe that my Adminis- 
tration has done an exemplary job in carry- 
ing out the mandate of Public Law 98-542, 
the “Veterans’ Dioxin and Radiation Expo- 
sure Compensation Standards Act.” I want 
to express my particular thanks to the Vet- 
erans’ Advisory Committee on Environmen- 
tal Hazards, a Federal advisory committee 
established by that law. This committee, 
since its creation in 1985, has done a thor- 
oughly professional job in carrying out its 
assigned duties. 

Nevertheless, I am aware of the concern 
of some that a nongovernmental review 
would be of value. Accordingly, I applaud 
the efforts of the Congress to work toward 
a thoughtful and meaningful compromise of 
the Agent Orange issue. 

My Administration has stated many times 
one overriding goal in this area—providing 
the truth to Vietnam: veterans about the 
effects of exposure to Agent Orange. I be- 
lieve that this legislation will further that 
goal, and I am therefore pleased to sign 
H.R. 556. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
February 6, 1991. 


Note: H.R. 556, approved February 6, was 
assigned Public Law No. 102-4. 


Message to the Congress Transmitting a 
Report on Federal Energy 
Conservation Activities 


February 6, 1991 


To the Congress of the United States: 

I transmit herewith the annual report de- 
scribing the activities of the Federal Gov- 
ernment for fiscal year 1989 required by 
subtitle H, title V of the Energy Security 
Act (Public Law 96-264; 42 U.S.C. 8286 et 
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seq.). These activities include the develop- 
ment of energy conservation and efficiency 
standards for new commercial and multi- 
family high rise buildings and for new resi- 
dential buildings. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
February 6, 1991. 


Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Annual Report of the Federal 
Labor Relations Authority 


February 6, 1991 


To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with section 701 of the 
Civil Service Reform Act of 1978 (Public 
Law 95-454; 5 U.S.C. 7104(e)), I have the 
pleasure of transmitting to you the Elev- 
enth Annual Report of the Federal Labor 
Relations Authority for Fiscal Year 1989. 

The report includes information on the 
cases heard and decisions rendered by the 
Federal Labor Relations Authority, the 
General Counsel of the Authority, and the 
Federal Service Impasses Panel. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
February 6, 1991. 


Statement on the Death of Danny 
Thomas 


February 6, 1991 


The death of Danny Thomas leaves a no- 
ticeable void in the world of American 
humor. We also lose a fine gentleman and 
humanitarian who will always be known as 
a man of good will. 

Danny Thomas entertained Presidents 
from Eisenhower to the present. He was a 
giant of the entertainment business who 
knew that spark of delight which Americans 
take in poking fun at themselves. In his 
situation comedies, either as actor or pro- 
ducer, he reflected the best qualities of 
American life. He pioneered the family 
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sitcom in which we could all use the new 
medium of television to laugh at ourselves 
and our daily problems. We will be laugh- 
ing with him for years to come. 

In 1962, Danny Thomas founded St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital in Memphis, 
TN. It became more than a leading re- 
search center dedicated to finding cures for 
children’s cancer and other diseases, but a 
symbol of the love that one man had for his 
fellow man. That was Danny Thomas. 

Barbara and I extend our deepest sympa- 
thies to Rose Marie, the Thomas family, and 
all of Danny’s friends. 


Exchange With Reporters Aboard Air 
Force One on the Persian Gulf Conflict 
February 6, 1991 


Q. Mr. President, King Hussein says that 
the war is unjust and you’ve exceeded the 
limits laid out by the U.N. What do you say 
to that? 

The President. Well, I'm afraid that we 
have a major disagreement on that. It’s not 
true. 

Q. Will America’s offer of assistance for 
refugees still stand—to Jordan? 

The President. Well, we tried to make 
clear to Jordan that we have no argument 
with Jordan. I think they’ve made a mistake 
to align themselves so closely with Saddam 
Hussein against the vest of the world. But 
on the other hand, I’ve tried to understand 
the pressures that King Hussein is under. 
So, we will obviously try to keep open lines 
of communication. That’s about as far as I'd 
want to go. 

But you have to listen to the rhetoric and 
then understand why it’s being used out in 
that part of the world. 

Q. Your conversation with Mitterrand 
today 

The President. We just stay with the 
course here. There will be no cease-fire; 
there will be nothing of that nature until 
this man commences a credible unilateral 
withdrawal. And then we’ll see what hap- 
pens. But there’s no interest in the other. I 
mean, there’s talk about it, but most of the 
people I’ve talked to in that part of the 
world feel that Saddam simply has got it 
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wrong and doesn’t have the word on what 
he ought to do, so—— 

Q. The notice on the diplomatic break— 
have you seen that from Iraq, that Iraq has 
broken diplomatic ties? 

The President. 1 saw a notice about it. I 
don’t think we’ve had official notice. I saw 
something in the paper about it. We have 
no people over there, so I don’t know what 
he’s proving by that. 

Q. You talked to Presidents Ozal and Mit- 
terrand, and presumably, the Iranian “initi- 
ative” came up in both calls. Is there, in 
fact, an Iranian initiative for a peace pro- 
posal? 

The President. Not that we know of. 

Q. Any kind of mediation effort under- 
way? 

The President. No. | think they’ve indi- 
cated they might be available. But some- 
body asked me yesterday whether there 
was some plan, and I said no, and there 
isn’t. But I think they’re conducting them- 
selves very well right now—Iran. 

Q. The Iranians? 

The President. 1 think so. But there’s no 
peace plan, or I know of no initiative. And 
we've talked to the French—Mr. Scheer, 
who is back in Paris now and was support- 
ing—supposedly he was on some peace 
plan, and apparently that’s not correct at 
all. So, maybe General Scowcroft can fill 
you in. I have to go back and fix my seat- 
belt. [Laughter] 

Mr. Scowcroft. | don’t need one. 


Note: The exchange occurred while Presi- 
dent Bush was en route from Washington, 
DC, to New York City. In his remarks, he 
referred to King Hussein I of Jordan; Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein of Iraq; President 
Francois Mitterrand of France; President 
Turgut Ozal of Turkey; Frangois Scheer, 
Secretary General of the French Foreign 
Ministry, who had recently visited several 
countries in the Middle East and Africa; 
and Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to the Presi- 
dent for National Security Affairs. A tape 
was not available for verification of the 
content of this exchange. 





Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session at a Meeting of the Economic 
Club of New York in New York City 


February 6, 1991 


The President. Thank you so very much. 
And, Dick, thank you, sir, for inviting me to 
this most prestigious organization. May I 
pay my respects to Secretary Brady, who is 
with us—came up with us from Washington 
and, in my view, is doing an outstanding job 
for our country. And I’m just delighted he’s 
here. 

And I want to thank one other—Ray 
Price, an old friend who I understand does 
a lot of heavy lifting for this organization—a 
lot of the organization. And each one of 
you—all of you—and I want to thank you 
not for standing up to greet me, for heaven 
sakes, but for standing up for all those fight- 
ing against aggression tonight in the Persian 
Gulf, and especially all the coalition forces, 
but especially the fighting men and women 
of the United States of America. 

Looking around at this dais and at the 
audience, I wonder who’s home minding 
the GNP. [Laughter] This is a classy, star- 
studded audience, and we are very pleased, 
again, once again, let me say, to be here. 

This year, as Dick said, marks a defining 
hour—a moment of truth—for this genera- 
tion, for this country, and I’d also add for 
the United Nations. We were patient and 
we were cautious. But when the moment of 
truth came, America and the world did 
what was moral, what was just, and what 
was right. 

We said the occupation of Kuwait would 
not stand. And 3 weeks ago tonight, at just 
about this time, we announced that the lib- 
eration of Kuwait had begun. Three weeks 
ago tonight, allied forces moved to end a 
conflict that we did not seek and that we 
did not begin. But ladies and gentlemen, it 
is one that we and our allies will finish. And 
I can tell you firmly that tonight we are on 
course and we are on schedule. Mission by 
mission, hour by hour, Iraq’s capacity to 
wage war is being systematically destroyed 
by American and coalition forces. 

The road to real peace will be difficult— 
long and tough, I’d say. But we will prevail. 
And when we do, we will have before us an 
historic opportunity. From the confluence 
of the Tigris and the Euphrates—where civ- 
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ilization began—civilized behavior can 
begin anew. We can build a better world 
and a better new world order. 

Tonight the world is united by shared 
commitments, shared interests, shared 
hopes. Our efforts will determine the kind 
of legacy that we bequeath our children, 
the kind of world they will live in. And so, 
let us rededicate ourselves to the ideals in 
which our troops so resolutely believe. Be- 
cause in the final analysis, America and her 
partners will be measured not by how we 
wage war but how we make peace. 

I said in my State of the Union Address 
that “we are the nation that can shape the 
future.” And shaping the future is a job that 
begins at home. And so I want to talk to 
you tonight about the economy. Long-term 
economic growth is central to quality of life 
for America’s families, quality of decency 
for America’s communities, and to the qual- 
ity of leadership America can bring in its 
special role as the world’s leading diplomat- 
ic, cultural, and economic power. 

Just over 8 years ago, when we came out 
of a recession, the longest peacetime expan- 
sion in American history began. Working 
together, we created millions of new jobs, 
cut both interest rates and inflation in 
half—a triumph driven by the energies of 
the most dynamic and diverse economy on 
Earth. 

Against this background, the events of 
1990 served to remind us that even a fun- 
damentally healthy economy faces the risk 
of temporary disturbances, short-term set- 
backs. For example, when Iraq invaded 
Kuwait in August 1990, it was a shock to 
the world’s conscience. Business and con- 
sumer confidence fell. We all remember 
the rise, the dramatic rise, in oil prices. In- 
flation worries rose. And interest rates re- 
flected an extra risk premium. Taken to- 
gether, this produced a very real blow to an 
economy that had already slowed down. 

But make no mistake: The current reces- 
sion does not signal any decline in the fun- 
damental, long-term health or basic vitality 
of our economy. America is a “can do” 
nation. And America is home to the largest, 
most productive economy on Earth. Our 
administration’s economic policies are de- 
signed to strengthen the foundation for a 
solid recovery and guarantee the highest 
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possible rate of sustained economic growth. 
I described the three pillars of that founda- 
tion in the State of the Union Address: en- 
couraging economic growth, investing in 
the future, and giving power and opportu- 
nity to the individual. 

Encouraging economic growth means re- 
ducing Federal borrowing—by cutting the 
growth of Federal spending. That’s why we 
sent Congress a budget proposal that holds 
spending growth below the rate of infla- 
tion—the lowest increase in spending in 5 
years. And that’s why the budget law was 
armed with real teeth—pay-as-you-go provi- 
sions and enforceable spending caps— 
aimed at cutting the growth of debt by 
nearly half a trillion dollars over 5 years. 
True, the deficit is high—unacceptably 
high. The S&L costs, the war, the economic 
decline haven’t helped a bit. But thanks to 
the budget reforms that began last fall, the 
deficit will be virtually eliminated by 1995. 

To ensure economic growth, this adminis- 
tration will also redouble its efforts to weed 
out counterproductive government regula- 
tions. [Applause] I thought there might be 
some enthusiasm for that one because I 
really believe that the market must be al- 
lowed to work without unnecessary Federal 
intervention. 

“We must also fuel economic growth by 
providing incentives to promote private 
savings and job-creating investment. Our 
budget includes tax-free family savings ac- 
counts, penalty-free IRA withdrawals for 
first-time home buyers, and a reduced tax 
for long-term capital gains. And that will 
help bring down the cost of capital, which 
will help American businesses compete at 
home and abroad. 

We must also renew our investments in 
America’s future. And that means investing 
in the education and safety of our children; 
investing in the infrastructure of our trans- 
portation system; investing in reforms for 
the financial services system; investing in 
high technology and in space. 

The budget proposal that we sent up 
there to Capitol Hill has been well-re- 
ceived. I’m not saying we don’t have any 
critics—{laughter|—but when you look back 
over your shoulders, I think it’s fair to say 
this one has been well-received. It includes 
a record $76 billion for research and devel- 
opment, one of the most important invest- 
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ments we can make in the long-term eco- 
nomic and military strength of our nation. 
It also recognizes that government must 
help translate the results of basic research 
into the generic technologies that strength- 
en our industries and improve our lives. 
This isn’t an investment in machines; it’s an 
investment in people—in the scientists, the 
engineers, and the educators who will 
produce the advances of the 21st century. 
And together with the Nation’s Governors, 
we've launched a comprehensive effort at 
reform and restructuring, aimed at produc- 
ing an educational renaissance. 

We’ve still got a long way to go. But we 
won't sell our kids short. As one observer 
said of the troops manning Patriot missiles 
in the Gulf: “In one day, they wiped out 
the idea that young Americans are not 
smart enough for the 21st century.” 

Investing in the future—it also means 
modernizing our financial system—which is 
exactly what our able Secretary of the 
Treasury unveiled yesterday with our bank- 
ing reform proposals. These reforms will 
continue to protect every insured depositor 
in America. But they will also address the 
reality of the modern financial marketplace 
by creating a U.S. financial system that pro- 
tects taxpayers, serves consumers, and 
strengthens our economy. We don’t want to 
be back again in a coupie of years to do this 
all over again. That’s why halfway solutions 
won’t do—we have to do the whole job, and 
we have to do it now. 

The challenges ahead are great. But by 
any historical standard, the current down- 
turn is expected to be mild and brief. And 
today in America, the bottom line is this: 
While our economy may be beset by diffi- 
culty, it should not be beset by doubt. 

A healthy sense of confidence is backed 
by the facts. Inflation has been kept under 
control. Interest rates are beginning to de- 
cline further. The trade deficit declined for 
the third year in a row. Inventories have 
been kept down, reducing the need for 
many production cuts to work off excess 
inventory. Because our major trading part- 
ners are seeing relatively strong growth and 
the price of U.S. exports on world markets 
remains low, the pace of U.S. exports will 
continue to set record highs. In spite of 
many prewar predictions that a Gulf war 





would send oil up to $80 a barrel—and I 
think we can all remember those specula- 
tive days—oil prices have fallen substantial- 
ly since their peaks in October, especially 
since the start of Operation Desert Storm. I 
believe that by standing up to aggression in 
the Gulf, we are guaranteeing the future 
security and the stability of that entire area, 
an area that is so vital to global economic 
prosperity. 

Later this month, the administration will 
release our National Energy Strategy. The 
strategy will propose Federal, State, and 
private sector initiatives to increase energy 
efficiency and conservation. It recognizes 
the need for creating a clean, safe environ- 
ment. And it also recognizes that we must 
find more domestic oil and gas, and use 
more alternative sources of energy. 

Our strategy is designed to reduce our 
vulnerability to foreign oil supply disrup- 
tions. Now, some will argue that reducing 
our energy vulnerability is not enough and 
that we should embark upon more drastic 
measures designed to achieve total energy 
independence. That’s down the road—be- 
cause the reality is we are a long way from 
total energy independence and we must 
avoid unwise and extreme measures that 
would seriously hurt American consumers, 
American jobs, American industries. 

Yes, we've got to begin reducing our 
energy vulnerability now. Our new strategy 
will do that because it is prudent, it is bal- 
anced, and it is comprehensive. 

And finally, don’t forget another underly- 
ing strength of our economy: the flexibility 
of America’s free market system. To pre- 
serve this flexibility, we must keep our mar- 
kets open and hold government restrictions 
to a minimum. This, frankly, is not easy. I 
will continue to oppose protectionism. I will 
continue to fight for a level playing field, so 
that international trade is free and fair. 

And that is what we are doing in this 
Uruguay Round of trade negotiations— 
trying to lower the barrier to the free flow 
of goods and services around the world. 
And that is also what we seek in the negoti- 
ations that we will launch this year with 
Mexico and Canada to create a North 
American free trade area. And our Enter- 
prise for the Americas Initiatives—and 
again I salute Secretary Brady for his key 
role in all of this—is intended to extend the 
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benefits of flexibility throughout the West- 
ern Hemisphere. 

To build a new, peaceful world order we 
must secure the democratic triumphs of the 
past year. I’m thinking especially of the 
Revolution or 89. The new democracies in 
Central and Eastern Europe inspire us all 
with their commitment to free societies and 
free market economies. But look, they face 
daunting obstacles from the Communist 
past as weil as severe new problems 
brought on by lost markets and brought on 
by higher oil prices. 

Our administration is committed to help, 
and were committed to lead. Despite the 
burden we are bearing in the Gulf, I’ve 
asked Congress for $470 million in new as- 
sistance for Central and Eastern Europe—a 
substantial increase over last year’s request. 

Four decades ago, the Marshall Plan 
helped build a West European zone of pros- 
perity and security that greatly benefited 
the United States. Together with our West- 
ern European partners, we can now extend 
this success to create a Europe whole and 
free—an entire continent of prosperity and 
stability that fulfills the vision of that Mar- 
shall Plan 

With their great human potential and 
commitment to market economic reform, 
Central and Eastern European countries 
offer real opportunities for U.S. trade and 
investment, and I urge American business 
to seize these opportunities—as many are 
doing. 

I see Jack Welch over here. Well, G.E. 
weighed in with $150-million joint venture 
with Tungsram in Hungary. Drew Lewis, 
who is not here with us tonight—but his 
Union Pacific stepped up to the plate with 
an impressive effort to modernize Poland’s 
railroads. And Bell Atlantic and U.S. West 
have begun a $80-million telecommunica- 
tions venture in Czechoslovakia. 

History is moving decisively in favor of 
freedom, thanks in large part to American 
ideais and perseverance—the touchstones of 
the modera world which the emerging de- 
mocracies are now striving tor: free mar- 
kets, free speech, free elections. America 
has lived by these tenets for over 200 years. 
And they’ve given us both our power and 
our purpose. 
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And that is why America and our allies 
are going to prevail in the Gulf. And that is 
why America and our partners are going to 
prosper in the years to come. You see, I 
firmly believe that our best days are before 
us. And I can assure you, America, and the 
world that we will continue to fight for 
principle, we will continue to do the hard 
work for freedom. 

Thank you all very much. I'll be glad to 
take your questions. And may God bless the 
troops in the Gulf and the United States of 
America. 


Free Trade 


Q. Mr. President, every year there are 
80 million new more mouths to feed in this 
world. You and your Presidency have been 
sensitive to their needs—not only to help 
feed them, as we can, but more importantly 
to help them economically to be able to 
feed themselves. Recently you sent Carla 
Hills to the GATT negotiations, and she has 
done a svverb job of moving the world’s 
food trade to the top of the agenda at 
GATT in an effort to try to get more 
market-oriented agricultural trade which 
wouid help enormously during the next 
decades in getting food produced where it 
should be produced and into the mouths of 
hungry people. 

Now, while we try for free trade, just 
about every country we compete with is 
using managed trade in a democratic, so- 
cialist mercantile system, replete with 
export subsidies—like Japan and the EEC. 
In view of the fact that they seem to be 
rejecting our desire that they move toward 
freer trade, do you think GATT will ever be 
able to solve the problems of that kind, or 
will we have to go to a managed industrial 
policy like most of the Western world in 
order to compete? 

The President. Well, Dwayne, I don’t 
want to give up on the GATT round. I go 
from optimistic to sometimes pessimistic. I 
still believe that we have an opportunity to 
get a successful conclusion of the GATT 
round. Whether it will be done by the time 
our fast-track authority runs out, I’m not 
sure. 

But I believe that we can get the kind of 
conclusion that will avoid making the situa- 
tion that you’ve described even worse. Be- 
cause I don’t want to see us resort to the 
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kind of government-mandated targeting 
and the government controls that go with 
the kind of economies that you have de- 
scribed. So, I am still hopeful that we can 
get a successful conclusion. The major hang- 
up on the GATT round involves agriculture. 
And we have had a great deal of difficulty 
getting some of our friends in Europe, and 
to some degree the Japanese, fully on board 
in terms of agriculture. 

Carla Hills is tough as nails, and she will 
continue to work hard to get this done. But 
I think we ought to—before we start going 
down the road of managed economies and 
targeted products like some of the others 
that we compete with do, I think we ought 
to go all-out to see that we can successfully 
resolve that round. 

At the same time, I was talking to David 
at dinner and to Rand—we are working 
hard on this new North American free 
trade zone. And I believe that, even if 
GATT gets hung up for a while, we should 
keep pushing hard for a free trade zone 
with these three countries—Canada, 
Mexico, and the United States. And that 
would lead, I think, inextricably to a hemi- 
sphere that is free and fair. 

So, I want to keep pushing on that. I 
worry about the problems that you throw 
out there, but I’m not prepared to give up 
yet on GATT. And we are weighing in 
heavily with the EC, with France, with 
Germany, and with Japan so we can reach a 
successful conclusion. 


Japan and Germany 


Q. Mr. President, wars are often historic 
moments in the relationship among nations. 
In this war, our two largest economic part- 
ners, Germany and Japan, appear to have 
become our two most reluctant and trou- 
bling political partners. Will this adversely 
affect our economic relationships with these 
two countries or, on a brighter note, do you 
think that the war will make Germany and 
Japan realize the need for closer political 
and economic cooperation with the United 
States? 

The President. In the first place, I believe 
that it is not fully realized that Japan has 
pledged $9 billion to Desert Storm in addi- 
tion to the billion they spent before we 
were in the war, and Germany has now 





pledged $5 billion. Those are very generous 
contributions in my view—or appropriate 
contributions, in my view. And I am grate- 
ful to Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu and to 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl for doing this. 

So, the concept of burden-sharing that 
has concerned the American people on the 
costs of the war is in far better control than 
I think we’ve made clear. In other words, I 
feel comfortable where it is. Now, I think 
we have to recognize that Japan and Ger- 
many have constraints, constitutional con- 
straints placed on them as a result of World 
War II. 

I think if you look around the world and 
you take a look at the Pacific countries, par- 
ticularly the countries out there, the 
ASEAN countries, there still is some con- 
cern about a totally rearmed Japan. And 
that’s a sentiment that is shared by many 
members of the Japanese Diet. 

So, we should not be saying to them, 
you’ve got to do more in the way of tanks 
and planes and military force. So, I’m 
hoping that the world will see that they are 
pitching in and will continue to pitch in as 
these costs mount, because clearly we are 
doing a lot of work that benefits the people 
in both those countries. They are buch de- 
pendent on foreign sources for oil—both of 
them heavily dependent on oil from that 
part of the world. But I think they under- 
stand that. 

In terms of the long run, it is my hope 
that because we have taken this lead role in 
the coalition—because we have put togeth- 
er what I think history will show is an his- 
toric, albeit diverse, coalition—that the 
people of Germany and the people of Japan 
as well as others around the world will see a 
United States that has a vastly restored 
credibility, and that that will help us, I 
think, as we talk to them about other kinds 
of problems. 

So, I don’t see anything out of this that 
should diminish our interest in continuing 
strong economic relations with them. 
Having said that, I'd go back to Dwayne’s 
question. Both—particularly Japan—has got 
to give us access, and Germany in agricul- 
ture as part of the EC has got to give us 
access to markets. But perhaps our credibil- 
ity will be such because we’ve bitten off 
this really tough—decided to bite off this 
tough assignment and complete it, that we 


Administration of George Bush, 1991 / Feb. 6 


will have some—I wouldn’t say leverage on 
them, but persuasiveness that will lead to 
more harmonious trade relationships. 


Soviet-U.S. Trade 


Q. Mr. President, every European nation 
now has a comprehensive trade treaty with 
the Soviet Union including investment 
guarantees. Western Europe this year will 
do eight times as much business with the 
Soviet Union as we do, and in manufac- 
tured products almost 30 times as much. 

Now, looking ahead, and with special ref- 
erence to the problems you see involved in 
the negative attitudes of Congress, how do 
you see the possibility of U.S. business and 
industry catching up with the long lead that 
the Europeans have in trade with Russia? 

The President. Well, right now, Dwayne, 
as you well know, why, we have some big 
problems. And you’ve seen the EC pull 
back within the last few days on some of 
their trade breaks for the Soviet Union. You 
see the pressure mounting in our Congress 
for me to pull back on most-favored-nation 
and on the moderate steps that we took to 
include the Soviets or to encourage the So- 
viets to join some of the international finan- 
cial organizations. And that stems from the 
fact that there is this visible repression 
against the Baltic States. 

A little history: We have never recog- 
nized the incorporation of the Baltic States 
into the Soviet Union. And so we have 
enormous problems when we see force used 
against those three republics. And it is a big 
problem. And it concerns me deeply, it con- 
cerns the American people deeply. And 
there are certain constraints on what we 
can do in moving forward until we get satis- 
fied that this was an anomaly and not a new 
way of life. 

Mr. Gorbachev faces enormous problems 
inside the Soviet Union. You’ve heard sug- 
gestions that—maybe you heard the press 
conference yesterday—the tone of some of 
the questions: “Well, you ought to start 
dealing with other leaders.” He’s the Presi- 
dent of the Soviet Union, he has done won- 
derful things in terms of reunification of 
Germany, in terms of getting out—of free- 
ing up the Eastern European countries. But 
he’s faced with big problems. 
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And these are internal affairs of the 
Soviet Union that I’ve got to be a little 
careful discussing. But for the United States 
standpoint, we’ve got to see that no more 
force will be used against these Baltic States 
and that there can be peaceful resolution to 
these questions. Otherwise, not only will 
our trade relations be set back, as they are 
now being set back in some European 
countries, but the rest of our overall rela- 
tionship could undergo a problem. I don’t 
want that. They have been steadfast in sup- 
port of our objectives in the Gulf. And that 
is very, very important. They have light- 
ened up on their sending military equip- 
ment into this hemisphere, a problem we 
have always had. We’re having cooperative 
work with them in terms of freedom in 
Angola. So, it is to our interest to work 
closely with the Soviets for many things. 

But when we see repression in the Bal- 
tics, it is very hard to have business as usual, 
say nothing about trying to catch up. So I'm 
very hopeful that the representations that 
were made to us when Mr. Bessmertnykh 
was here will prove to be do-able by Presi- 
dent Gorbachev, and I am hopeful that we 
can find a way to move this productive rela- 
tionship forward. But I am not in a position 
at this juncture to say exactly what we can 
do more positive while we have this big 
problem of—the human rights problem and 
the problem of this military crackdown in 
the Baltics. It puts us in a very difficult 
position, and I think the Soviet leaders 
know this. I’ve talked frankly to them about 
this, and I believe they know it. So, let’s 
hope that these things can go forward with 
a peaceful resolution to the question of the 
Balts. 


Banking Reform 


Q. Since it’s the Economics Club, we 
have an economics question. In reaction to 
the S&L crisis and in response to new and 
tougher guidelines from banking regulators, 
many banks have now become ultracon- 
servative—some to the point of making no 
loans at all. 

We all know that sound bank lending is 
central to stimulating the economy and get- 
ting us out of the recession. Do you think 
the regulators have gone too far, and do 
you think the new legislation that we’ve 
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just heard about will stimulate and encour- 
age bank lending in the United States? 

The President. To answer the easy part— 
I think the—less controversial part—[laugh- 
ter|—the new Brady proposal—it will be 
called the Bush proposal if it’s successful— 
{laughter|—should indeed renew confi- 
dence. Regulatory reform is long overdue. I 
headed a task force when I was Vice Presi- 
dent that I thought came up with some 
very sound recommendations for regulatory 
reform. 

Now Secretary Brady has come up with 
some recommendations that I think are 
even better. They’re more simplified. The 
Fed manages one set of organizations and 
the new organization under Treasury an- 
other. And I should think this would renew 
confidence. I think the interest rates 
coming down should instill confidence. 
And, yes, I do believe that some of the 
regulators—I’m not sure I can answer it 
specifically on regulations per se—but I 
think some of the regulators in the past got 
overzealous, and I think that scared some of 
the banks. 

Just to be fair about it, I think some of 
the banks made some bad loans. [Laughter] 
And so what I think we’re seeing is, in an 
effort in this reform legislation and hopeful- 
ly as the economy starts coming out, a 
banking system that is fundamentally 
sound, a banking system that deserves the 
confidence of the American people—and I 
think these reforms will help on that—a 
banking system that will be able to get into 
other forms of business, as some of our com- 
petitors abroad do. And that, I think, should 
usher in a whole new era of prosperity in- 
volving fundamental loaning by these 
banks. 


Low-Income Housing 


Q. Mr. President, I was talking with an 
old friend of yours, Tip O’Neill, the other 
day. [Laughter] And he seems to be now 
one of your greatest friends and advocates 
and supporters of your—particularly of your 
management of American foreign policy in 
your Presidency. But he asked me to ask 
you—{/aughter|—housing is fundamental to 
our economy. The rate of housing and con- 
struction is less now than it was in 1982. 
And he feels it ought to be at least 20 per- 





cent higher. What do you have in mind, if 
anything, to correct this situation? 

The President. First, let me profess my 
love for Tip O’Neill. [Laughter] And I 
really, sincerely mean it, as I think many 
people—I know Barbara knows, and I really 
feel strongly about it—the guy has not been 
well lately, nor has Millie, his wife, who we 
love dearly. So, I will take this opportunity 
through C-SPAN or whoever to pay my 
genuine respects and affection to him. He 
knows this. And I think you’ve phrased it 
very well—we do have a different approach 
on how housing should be done in this 
country. I think when Tip goes back, he 
was talking about government-paid-for, gov- 
ernment-owned housing. 

Our approach is something else. We be- 
lieve that the best way to do it is to have 
tenant management, encourage ownership, 
voucher systems. We have a program called 
HOPE, which relates fundamentally to 
home ownership as opposed to Federal 
ownership. We have put much more money 
in the budget for this. We happen to be- 
lieve that enterprise zones going into low- 
income areas would do an awful lot to bring 


business there and thus enable people to 
buy more homes. 


So, I hope that the program that we’ve 


put forward—the HOPE program—will 
have the support of many of Tip’s former 
colleagues. I have a feeling it will. We’d 
made a good step on it last year in the 
Congress and got good support from both 
sides of the aisle. But if Tip is referring to 
the government-owned-bricks-and-mortar 
approach, we think that that has been tried, 
and we think in many instances it has 
failed. We think it has built misery into the 
system. You’ve seen programs in St. Louis 
that at one time looked good, and then they 
had to tear them down in their entirety. 

So, I would like to encourage support for 
this new approach which empowers the 
people and I think will lead to far more 
housing. 


New World Order 


Q. Mr. President, you have talked several 
times about basing the future on a new 
world order. Can you give us a definition of 
a new world order? And if it depends on 
the collaboration between the Soviet Union 
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and the United States, how do events in the 
Soviet Union affect this concept? 

The President. Well, it doesn’t depend 
entirely on it, but it would be greatly en- 
hanced by a Soviet Union that goes down 
the line with its commitment to market 
reform, to private ownership of land, to a 
free economic system, to a system that re- 
sists and does not use force to assure order 
amongst the republics, that goes farther 
down the road with elections and all the 
openness that I give President Gorbachev 
credit for. And as well as the openness in 
terms of glasnost and the reforms in terms 
of perestroika—we’re going to continue to 
support those concepts. But it was this, it 
was the farsighted vision of Mr. Gorbachev 
that enabled us to work together in the 
United Nations. 

Now, my vision of a new world order 
foresees a United Nations with a revitalized 
peacekeeping function. I think most that 
follow the United Nations see the economic 
and social side of the United Nations as 
having performed well since it was found- 
ed. Most people that follow it find that the 
peacekeeping function for the most part has 
not been effective. And one of the reasons 
it hasn’t is because of the veto in the hands 
of the five permanent members of the Se- 
curity Council—one of them being the 
Soviet Union. 

When I was Ambassador 20 years ago in 
the U.N., we hardly ever voted with the 
Soviet Union. Now we're with them on 
many, many things. So, the new world 
order I think foresees a revitalized peace- 
keeping function of the United Nations. But 
I cannot and I will not predict a Soviet 
Union going back, turning its back on 
reform—perestroika—turning its back on 
glasnost—openness. I don’t believe, no 
matter what the ferment in the Soviet 
Union today, that they’re ever going to go 
back to that. And I don’t think anyone 
there wants to go back to that. 

And so it would envision, though, much 
more cooperation between the United 
States and the Soviet Union. And on mat- 
ters of the Gulf, in international matters, 
not bilateral, it envisions a greatly enhanced 
peacekeeping function of the United Na- 
tions itself. 
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One of the reasons we have so much sup- 
port for this is that we went to the United 
Nations 12 times. There are 12 resolutions 
that speak to the Gulf, and that has mobi- 
lized world opinion. And so when we are 
successful in fulfilling all 12 of those resolu- 
tions, I think there’s going to be new credi- 
bility for that peacekeeping function, new 
credibility for the United States. But we 
should have and should strive to have 
Soviet cooperation all along the way. And 
that’s why I’m not going to back off on my 
efforts to try to improve relations with the 
Soviet Union. 

Then we’ve left China out of the equa- 
tion, and we ought not to do that. They’ve 
been through a difficult time. I took on 
some shots for trying to keep relations from 
China. I was offended as anybody else was 
by the human rights abuses at Tiananmen 
Square and spoke out on it. But I think it is 
in the interest of the United States to have 
continued relations with China. And I think 
it is vital to this new world order that that 
veto hold—member of the Security Council 
go along and be with us on these matters of 
trying to bring peace to troubled corners of 
the world. 


Soviet-U.S. Trade 


Q. Mr. President, this is a followup ques- 
tion having to do with Soviet trade. The 
Jackson-Vanik amendment—the Jackson- 
Vanik bill—has been in effect since 1972; 
really, in effect, says that we cannot have 
normal trade with the Soviet Union until 
they have permitted free emigration from 
their country. 

There’s no question but what the Jackson- 
Vanik legislation has played a role in Gorba- 
chev’s decision to free emigration. So in 
that sense, it has been a success. Now the 
emigration rate from Israel is about 600,000 
a year, which is 10 times more than we 
asked for. And most of the religious organi- 
zations that I know are saying they’re very 
happy with it and very well satisfied. And 
as a matter of fact, Prime Minister Shamir 
of Israel has said publicly that he thinks it’s 
totally satisfactory. 

There doesn’t seem to be much possibili- 
ty that they’re going to get around to codi- 
fying that, but it’s the custom in Russia for 
100 years that emigration is an administra- 
tive decision. I'm wondering, recognizing 
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the problems in Congress, do you think 
there’s a possibility, in view of the fact that 
they have fulfilled that commitment, that 
Congress will authorize business with the 
Soviet Union on the same basis that we 
trade with other countries somewhere 
along the line here? 

The President. The provisions of—what 
they have agreed to do is pass legislation 
that will, I think as you put it, codify this. 
They have not been able to do that. I think 
they’ve got some internal problems inside 
the Soviet Union on this. Under our law, 
they have to be passed before we can have 
the kinds of trade agreements and other 
things with them that we would like to 
have. 

I think you make a very good point on 
the fact of emigration. The Israelis are 
pleased. The Israelis have started up—taken 
a step through consular relations for diplo- 
matic relations, and they’re very happy 
with the exodus, and so am I, as one who 
have been very much concerned about the 
exodus of Soviet Jews to Israel and to other 
places. 

I don’t want to overstate the problems of 
the present. I can tell you it would be ex- 
traordinarily difficult to pass anything of 
this nature in terms of waivers given the 
current situation inside the Soviet Union. It 
is very difficult to do. You see all kinds of 
legislation getting talked about and some 
perhaps already being offered that would 
indeed move the relationship backwards 
not towards understanding of this nature. 
So it is my fervent hope that problems that 
I’ve outlined earlier in the Baltics can be 
resolved peacefully and demonstrably so, so 
that we can get on with finding ways to 
improve our trade relations. 

Defense Spending 

Q. Mr. President, with the end of the 
cold war, many Americans believe we 
might be able to reduce our spending on 
national defense, creating a so-called peace 
dividend. Has the Gulf war and the prob- 
lems inside the Soviet Union delayed or 
eliminated the chance for a peace dividend, 
or do you see it long-term? 

The President. No, we’ve actually—well, 
let me to dividend in a minute. But in 
terms of—I always had a different concept 





of dividend—{laughter|—you have a profit, 
you pay a dividend. If you don’t, why, you 
don’t. We’re operating at 300-and-some-jil- 
lion-dollar deficit—[laughter|—so we’re not 
in exactly a dividend-paying mode, but the 
fact of the matter is that we have reduced 
defense spending. 

It is substantially reduced with almost 
every other account going up in this 
budget. When you take a look at what we 
put out there yesterday, you'll see that de- 
fense spending is down. I think it’s robust 
enough to have the kind of rapid deploy- 
ment force that’s going to be required in 
the future. 

You heard Cheney yesterday doing a 
superb job testifying about why we're 
having to lay up some of the battleships 
that are proving themselves today off 
Kuwait. He said he had to make the tough 
choices, and we’ve done that. But we are 
not going to do it to the degree some of the 
antidefense Members of Congress want, 
where they want to go in and slash 30 per- 
cent out of the muscle of defense. 

And I think if there ever is a reason not 
to do it, you just have to look halfway across 
the world today. So we’re not going to 
stand for that. And I think that we are 
going to try to find ways to further reduce 
defense spending, but not at the risk of 
weakening our fundamental defense. And I 
think that some of the criticized high-tech- 
nology weapons are paying off. 

I am annoyed at the propaganda coming 
out of Baghdad about targeting civilians. 
This has been fantastically accurate. And 
that’s because a lot of money went into 
high technology weaponry—these _laser- 
guided bombs and a lot of other things, 
Stealth technology—many of these technol- 
ogies ridiculed in the past now coming into 
their own and saving lives, not only Ameri- 
can lives, coalition lives, but the lives of 
Iraqis. 

And so, we are going to have to have a 
high-tech, a highly mobile force. And it 
ain’t going to come cheap. It’s not to come 
cheap, not going to be achieved by slashing 
the muscle of our defense. And I will keep 
it strong. And I think yesterday’s budget, 
which is at a reduced number from what 
we had before, is going to provide us that 
kind of force. But anything less I won’t 
stand for. 
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Block Grants 


Q. Mr. President, our Governor Edgar 
was grinning from ear to ear, very, very 
pleased about the Governors’ meeting the 
other day where it was explained to him 
your new plan to transfer a good many 
functions to the States. i wonder if you 
wouldn’t mind telling us the philosophy 
behind this new emphasis on State activity. 

The President. Actually, one, it’s < con- 
cept that could have the label “block 
grant.” The Governors heretofore have 
been suspicious of block grants because 
they never got the funds with it. They got 
the mandates; they had strings attached. 
And this is a block grant where we have 
proposed by name the elimination of pro- 
grams. And we then say the money saved— 
$15 billion is the figure we’re using—will be 
distributed to the States to use as they see 
fit. 

And the philosophy behind it is very, 
very true. I have been President only 2 
years. But I believe that the best problem- 
solving is done as close to the people as 
possible—at the State level or at the local 
level. And so this concept is to give these 
Governors the opportunity in these various 
fields, and the money with it, to solve the 
problems. It will cause innovation, it will 
cause a lot of experimentation, but it will be 
done without some centralized mandate 
from a committee chairman or committee 
action in Washington. 

So, the concept isn’t spectacularly new, 
but it has never been tried where you actu- 
ally get it fully funded and give the Gover- 
nors that flexibility. Now, some of the 
mayors are upset because they say, “Hey, 
don’t give it to Governors, give it to us.” 
We can’t give it to everybody, so we'll give 
it to the Governors and let them use their 
legislatures to distribute it. 

But it was well-received by liberals, con- 
servatives, Republicans, and Democrats at 
the gubernatorial level. Now our fight is to 
take some of these entrenched committee 
interests in the Congress and have them 
look at it with the same farsighted view. 
[Laughter] 


Economic Stimulants 


Q. Mr. President, the war in the Gulf has 
shown your decisive leadership. Every 
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American is proud of American technology 
and American servicemen and the success 
we're having there. But at home, one of the 
unfortunate things that’s happened is busi- 
nesses have postponed expenditures, con- 
sumers are postponing spending, travel is 
down—a lot of things have been put on 
hold. What would you tell us all, and what 
can you and business do to regain this mo- 
mentum? 

The President. Well, I think I tried to 
address some of that in the remarks I made 
earlier, because I believe we should have 
more confidence. We are in a recession— 
there’s no question about that. But I think it 
will be shallow. I believe that the financial 
reforms we're talking will help. I believe 
the lowering of interest rates will help. I 
believe that the budget that, in spite of the 
magnitude of the deficit, with the re- 
strained growth in the spending that is held 
to less than the rate of inflation, would help 
marginally—because the deficit works the 
other way. 

Some people are talking about stimulat- 
ing—the old Keynesian approach of pump- 
priming, stimulating the economy. We’ve 
got a major—if government spending is 
what stimulus is, we’ve got the stimulus that 
comes from an unacceptable deficit. So, I 
will resist all these programs that are going 
to be offered up of make-work job pro- 
grams or special housing programs or spe- 
cial added spending programs. They will 
not bring this economy out. I believe it’s 
going to be shallow for the reasons I gave— 
inventory and interest rates and a lot of 
other reasons. 

So, I think what’s needed is a boost of 
confidence. You mentioned travel—I under- 
stand that some people are afraid to travel 
because of security. I remember the charge 
going up, well, maybe we shouldn’t have 
the Super Bowl because of security. We’ve 
got good security, and we’ve got good intel- 
ligence. And I think the American people 
should have confidence in travel and tour- 
ism. And I think people should come here 
with a renewed sense of confidence and 
travel. 

So, some of it is psychological; some of it 
is something the government can do some- 
thing about, and I hope some of the pro- 
grams that I’ve mentioned here tonight will 
do that. But I’m certainly not discouraged 
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about the economic future in this country 
or our ability to get back on the growth 
path for the reasons I said in the speech 
itself. 

Mr. Voell. We'll have two more very 
short questions. Dwayne, have you got a 
short one? 


Postal Rate Increase 


Q. All right, I was just told that we’re at 
the end. But I have a short one. [Laughter] 
But, Mr. President, it’s my duty to deliver 
you just a bit of bad news, I’m sorry to say. 
It’s about that 29-cent stamp. [Laughter] I 
hear that the ladies would like to have it 
made 30 cents because the problem that 
the post office has with the pennies is enor- 
mous, and there’s a rumor going around the 
Middle West that maybe this was a conspir- 
acy of the copper people to increase the 
consumption of copper. [Laughter] 

The President. No comment. Next ques- 
tion. Thank you very much. I'll look into it. 
[Laughter] It’s better than saying, “I'll study 
that one.” [Laughter] 


Economic Forecast 


Q. Mr. President, the final question. The 
outlook right now is not as great as it should 
be for the economy. What’s your prediction 
for the rest of your term—this term and 
your next term? 

The President. No, 1 predict that in a 
couple of quarters we'll come out of this 
and that we'll have a robust economy. It 
will grow—the estimates that we used in 
our budget figures are somewhere in the 
middle of the blue chip estimates. They’re 
not overly optimistic. They were less than 
the CBO, the Congressional Budget 
Office—normally, administration’s are on 
the rosier side than the CBO. So I think 
we've got a real opportunity before half the 
year’s over to start seeing a recovery and 
see us come back on a growth pattern and 
see us resume our economic vigor. And 
then I think that will begin to be felt as 
these interest rates, hopefully, come down 
in the housing market. 

I think the transportation program that I 
didn’t talk about tonight wiil have a stimu- 
latory effect in the construction industry. I 
think the fact that oil prices are lower than 
where many of the pessimistic predictors 
would have them is another reason that this 





will not be as severe a recession—or put it 
this way—will be a shorter recession if 
prices stay in this range than have been 
predicted. 


So, basically, I’m optimistic—I think 
we’ve had too much pessimism. I can un- 
derstand why, and if I were an auto worker 
laid off I guess I’d have every reason in the 
world to have doubts. But I think the fun- 
damentals are still there. I do not think that 
this war is going to add an unacceptable 
burden to it. When you heard the testimo- 
ny as to the cost that will inure to us after 
the others come in with their support—I 
believe that that’s another reason that the 
economy will recover fast. I can tell you I 
don’t believe—I will say this without any 
fear of contradiction whatsoever: This is not 
and will not be another Vietnam. This is not 
going to be a long, drawn-out, difficult situ- 
ation with an ill-defined ending. I’m abso- 
lutely confident of that. 


And I can’t tell you what and when and 
how, but I can tell you I have never been 
more certain of anything in my life. We’re 
going to win it, and we’re going—and I 
think to some degree—and this is your busi- 
ness, not mine, but the market seems to be 
saying there is reason to be far less pessimis- 
tic—or turn it around—more optimistic 
than many had felt in the late fall or even 
when we first got in there and the oil prices 
were spiking up around $38-$40 a barrel. 

So, the fundamentals are good. Some in- 
dustries are hurting. Some regions in the 
country clearly are doing better than 
others. But basically we’re a strong nation. 
We're a productive nation. We can out- 
trade anybody if we can get the playing 
field level, and so that means renewed ef- 
forts on GATT or on our free trade areas. 

And I'll end up this way: I’m very opti- 
mistic about the United States of America. 
Thank you all very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 8 p.m. in the 
Grand Ballroom at the New York Hilton 
Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to Rich- 
ard A. Voell and Ray Price, chairman and 
president of the Economic Club; Secretary 
of the Treasury Nicholas Brady; Dwayne O. 
Andreas, chairman and chief executive offi- 
cer of Archer Daniels Midland Corp.; Carla 
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A. Hills, U.S. Trade Representative; David 
Rockefeller, chairman of the Rockefeller 
Group; Rand V. Araskog, chairman and 
chief executive officer of ITT Corp.; Soviet 
Foreign Minister Alexander A. Bessmert- 
nykh, Thomas P. O’Neill, Jr., former Speak- 
er of the House of Representatives; Secretary 
of Defense Dick Cheney; and Gov. Jim 
Edgar of Illinois. 


Proclamation 6247—American Heart 
Month, 1991 


February 7, 1991 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


In recent years, we have learned much 
about what we can do to avoid heart attack, 
stroke, and other forms of cardiovascular 
disease. For example, we know how impor- 
tant it is to discourage use of tobacco prod- 
ucts, particularly among young Americans. 
We also know that controlling blood pres- 
sure, following a diet low in fat and choles- 
terol, and exercising regularly are all pru- 
dent ways of reducing the risk of cardiovas- 
cular disease. 


Although significant progress has been 
made in the struggle to overcome cardio- 
vascular disease, we must not become com- 
placent. Heart attack, stroke, and other 
forms of cardiovascular disease continue to 
claim the lives of nearly 1 million Ameri- 
cans every year—one American approxi- 
mately every 32 seconds. 


Nearly 68 million Americans currently 
suffer from one or more forms of cardiovas- 
cular disease, including high blood pressure, 
coronary heart disease, rheumatic heart dis- 
ease, and stroke. Contrary to widely held 
assumptions, heart disease does not occur 
primarily in old age; studies show that 5 
percent of all heart attacks occur in people 
younger than age 40 and more than 45 per- 
cent occur in people younger than age 65. 


Women as well as men are at risk. Heart 
attack is the number one killer of American 
women, surpassing even breast cancer and 
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lung cancer. Almost half of the more than 
500,000 persons who die each year of heart 
attack are women. 


While statistics tell us much about the 
prevalence of cardiovascular disease in the 
United States, they cannot measure the 
pain and suffering endured by victims and 
their families. Heart attack and other forms 
of heart and blood vessel disease also inflict 
a heavy toll on our Nation in terms of 
health care costs and lost productivity. The 
annual costs of related medical services and 
lost work due to disability total in the bil- 
lions of dollars. 

Since 1948, the Federal Government, 
through the National Heart, Lung, and 
Blood Institute, and the American Heart As- 
sociation, a private nonprofit organization, 
have spent millions of dollars on education- 
al programs and research into cardiovascu- 
lar disease. The American Heart Association 
estimates that it has invested more than 
$900 million in research since it became a 
national voluntary health organization in 
the late 1940s. That great investment has 
been made possible by the generosity of the 
American people and the dedicated efforts 
of more than 3 million volunteers. 


During American Heart Month we recog- 
nize the importance of such ongoing efforts 
in the public and private sectors. We also 
reaffirm our commitment to overcoming 
cardiovascular disease. 

The Congress, by Joint Resolution ap- 
proved December 30, 1963 (77 Stat. 843; 36 
U.S.C. 169b), has requested that the Presi- 
dent issue an annual proclamation designat- 
ing February as “American Heart Month.” 


Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the month of February 
1991 as American Heart Month. I invite the 
Governors of the States, the Common- 
wealth of Puerto Rico, officials of other 
areas subject to the jurisdiction of the 
United States, and the American people to 
join me in reaffirming our commitment to 
combating cardiovascular diseases and 
stroke. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this seventh day of February, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-one, and of the Independence of the 
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United States of America the two hundred 
and fifteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:32 p.m., February 7, 1991) 


Proclamation 6248—National Women 
and Girls in Sports Day, 1991 


February 7, 1991 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


More than 100 years ago, the first univer- 
sity department of physical education for 
women was established at Oberlin College. 
It was not until 1972, however, that Federal 
law required colleges receiving government 
funds to provide equitable athletic pro- 
grams for women. Since then, more and 
more women have begun to participate in 
organized sports—not only at the collegiate 
level but at every competitive level. 

During the past decade alone, the 
number of women taking part in intercolle- 
giate sports has increased by nearly 50 per- 
cent to 158,000—or 30 percent of the total 
number of college students in sports. Girls’ 
participation in public high school sports 
programs more than doubled during this 
time. 

Both individual and team sports help 
young women to develop their leadership 
and communication skills, as well as their 
athletic talents. And participation in sports 
helps promote good health. Indeed, today 
many female athletes—who have reached 
great heights through their determination 
and self-discipline—serve as outstanding 
role models for both boys and girls. 

Americans are proud of their country- 
women who have earned international ac- 
claim as world-class athletes, and I am 
pleased that eight members of the Presi- 
dent’s Council on Physical Fitness and 
Sports are women. These achievements un- 
derscore the commitment to excellence and 
the capacity to excel demonstrated by 
female athletes throughout the United 
States. 





The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 
30, has designated February 7, 1991, as 
“National Women and Girls in Sports Day” 
and has authorized and requested the Presi- 
dent to issue a proclamation in observance 
of this day. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim February 7, 1991, as Na- 
tional Women and Girls in Sports Day. I 
urge all Americans to observe this day with 
appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this seventh day of February, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-one, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and fifteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:12 a.m., February 8, 1991] 


Exchange With Reporters on the 
Persian Gulf Conflict 


February 8, 1991 


Q. Mr. President, sorry to interrupt you, 
sir. Could you say something about Jordan 
and the apparently escalating administra- 
tion comments on the subject? 

The President. Look, I'd prefer not to 
take any questions at essentially this photo 
opportunity. 

You're talking—a very great interest in 
Jordan, and Mr. Fitzwater gave our views 
on that. But there is quite some concern 
now about what appears to be a shift in the 
Jordanian position. And yet, we’re con- 
cerned about it and don’t understand some 
of the rhetoric coming out of there. On the 
other hand, we’ve always had a historically 
good relationship with Jordan. But this com- 
plicates things. 

Jim Baker testified on that yesterday very 
well and pointed out that we’re having to 
review our aid picture with him, given the 
fact they’ve seemed to have moved over, 
way over into the Saddam Hussein camp 
totally. 
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Note: The exchange began at 1:34 p.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House, prior 
to a meeting with Foreign Minister Guido 
Di Tella of Argentina. In his remarks, the 
President referred to Marlin Fitzwater, Press 
Secretary to the President; Secretary of State 
James A. Baker III; King Hussein I of 
Jordan; and President Saddam Hussein of 
Traq. 


Memorandum on the Presidential 
Design Awards Program 


February 8, 1991 


Memorandum for the Heads of 
Departments and Agencies 


Every year the Federal Government 
helps design products that become a part of 
daily American life. Professional designers 
working for Federal departments and agen- 
cies are instrumental in the production of 
everything from postage stamps to high- 
ways. Our Nation has good reason to take 
pride in the high standards of quality and 
innovation these designers have set. 


For almost two decades the National En- 
dowment for the Arts has helped to pro- 
mote design excellence through the Federal 
Design Improvement Program, and I am 
delighted to further those efforts by an- 
nouncing today Round Three of the Presi- 
dential Design Awards. These awards, first 
established in 1983, publicly recognize ex- 
emplary achievements in Federal design 
work and honor those individuals in Federal 
service and private industry who have pur- 
sued excellence in design. 


I have asked Chairman John Frohnmayer 
of the National Endowment for the Arts to 
implement the Presidential Design Awards 
Program. I know he will enjoy your full and 
enthusiastic support. Please designate an in- 
dividual with an appropriate background 
and position to be your liaison with the En- 
dowment to help ensure the success of this 
program. 


George Bush 
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Nomination of Ira H. Raphaelson To 
Be a Special Counsel at the 
Department of Justice 


February 8, 1991 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Ira H. Raphaelson, of IIli- 
nois, to be Special Counsel for the Financial 
Institutions Fraud Unit at the Department 
of Justice. This is a new position. 

Currently Mr. Raphaelson serves as First 
Assistant to the U.S. Attorney for the North- 
ern District of Illinois in Chicago. Prior to 
this Mr. Raphaelson served with the US. 
Attorney for the Northern District of Illi- 
nois in several capacities: U.S. Attorney, 
1989-1990; Chief of the Special Prosecution 
Division, 1987-1989; Chief of the Criminal 
Litigation Division, 1987; and Deputy Chief 
for Special Prosecutions, 1986-1987. 

Mr. Raphaelson graduated from North- 
western University (B.A., 1974; J.D., 1977). 
He was born July 3, 1953, in Chicago, IL. 
Mr. Raphaelson is married, has three chil- 
dren, and resides in Northbrook, IL. 





Points of Light Recognition Programs 





The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his 
commitment to making community service 
central to the life and work of every Ameri- 
can. 





February 2 


Neighborhood Improvement 
Toledo, Inc., of Toledo, OH 


February 4 


Hadassah’s Infant Play Program, of Indianapo- 
lis, IN 


Foundation of 


February 5 
Marykaren Harward, of Provo, UT 
February 6 


Sexual and Physical Abuse Resource Center 
(SPARC), of Gainesville, FL 


February 7 


W.A.R.M. (Westerly Area Rest and Meals) Shel- 
ter, of Westerly, RI 
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February 8 


Lauderdale County Volunteer Literancy Pro- 
gram, of Meridian, MS 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





February 3 

Over the weekend, the President had 
telephone conversations with Prime Minis- 
ter Nawaz Sharif of Pakistan, Amir Khalifa 
bin Hamad Al Thani of Qatar, President 
Mohammed Hosni Mubarak of Egypt, and 
Prime Minister John Major of the United 
Kingdom, to discuss the Persian Gulf con- 
flict and ongoing coalition operations. 

In the afternoon, the President returned 
from a weekend stay at Camp David, MD. 

In the evening, the President hosted a 
dinner for the Nation’s Governors on the 
State Floor at the White House. 


February 4 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; 

—Secretary of the Treasury Nicholas F. 
Brady. 


February 5 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; 





—the Vice President, for lunch. 

In the afternoon, President Bush spoke 
on the telephone with Presidents Francois 
Mitterrand of France and Turgut Ozal of 
Turkey, to discuss the Persian Gulf conflict. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Hans M. Mark, of Texas, to be a 
member of the Board of Trustees of the 
Barry Goldwater Scholarship and Excel- 
lence in Education Foundation for a term 
expiring April 17, 1996. This is a reappoint- 
ment. Since 1984 Dr. Mark has served as 
chancellor of The University of Texas 
System in Austin, TX, and he has served as 
the Secretary of the Air Force, 1979-1981. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Sandra Mills, of Wisconsin, to be a 
member of the National Advisory Council 
on Educational Research and Improvement 
for a term expiring September 30, 1993. 
She would succeed William G. Goetz. Cur- 
rently Ms. Mills serves with the Mills Supply 
Co. in Appleton, WI. 

The President announced that the follow- 
ing individuals will represent him at the 
inauguration of Jean Bertrand Aristede as 
President of Haiti, on February 7, 1991: 


Personal Representative of the President to 
head the Delegation: 


Louis Sullivan, M.D., Secretary of Health and 
Human Services. 


Representatives of the President, with the 
rank of Special Ambassador: 


Mrs. E. Ginger Sullivan. 

Alvin P. Adams, Jr., U.S. Ambassador to the Re- 
public of Haiti. 

Bernard Aronson, Assistant Secretary of State for 
Inter-American Affairs. 

Larry Pressler, Senator from the State of South 
Dakota. 

Maurice Turner. 

Monsignor William F. Murphy. 


February 6 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III. 
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In the afternoon, President Bush spoke 
on the telephone with President Hafiz al- 
Assad of Syria, to discuss the Persian Gulf 
conflict. 

The President designated the following 
individuals as members of the Board of Di- 
rectors of the Rural Telephone Bank. These 
are new positions: 


Richard Thomas Crowder, of Minnesota. Current- 
ly Dr. Crowder serves as Under Secretary of 
Agriculture for International Affairs and Com- 
modity Programs at the Department of Agri- 
culture in Washington, DC. 

James R. Moseley, of Indiana. Currently Mr. Mo- 
seley serves as Assistant Secretary of Agricul- 
ture for Natural Resources and the Environ- 
ment at the Department of Agriculture in 
Washington, DC. 


The President transmitted to the Con- 
gress: 


—the 1988 and 1989 annual reports of 
the Federal Prevailing Rate Advisory 
Committee, and 

—the 1989 annual report on the Adminis- 
tration of the Federal Railroad Safety 
Act of 1970. 


February 7 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; 

—Fife Symington, Republican candidate 
for Governor of Arizona; 

—selected Republican Members of Con- 
gress. 

In the morning, the President spoke on 
the telephone with Prime Minister Robert 
Hawke of Australia, to discuss the Persian 
Gulf conflict. 

In an Oval Office ceremony, the Presi- 
dent participated in the signing of the proc- 
lamation designating February as American 
Heart Month. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush attended a fundraising reception at 
the Madison Hotel for Fife Symington, Re- 
publican candidate for Governor of Arizona. 
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February 8 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III; 

—Foreign Minister Guido Di Tella of Ar- 
gentina. 

In the morning, the President spoke on 
the telephone with Prime Minister John 
Major of the United Kingdom, to discuss the 
Irish Republican Army’s attack on the 
Prime Minister’s residence. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate the following individuals to be 
members of the Board of Trustees of the 
Barry Goldwater Scholarship and Excel- 
lence in Education Foundation: 


Donald J. Sutherland, of New York, for a term 
expiring August 11, 1996. He would succeed R. 
James Woolsey. Currently Mr. Sutherland 
serves as president of Quincy Partners in Glen 
Head, NY. 

Timothy W. Tong, of Arizona, for the remainder 
of the term expiring August 11, 1992. He 
would succeed Sam E. Keith, Jr. Currently Dr. 
Tong serves as a professor for the department 
of mechanical and aerospace engineering at 
Arizona State University in Tempe, AZ. 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 

Bush went to Camp David, MD, for the 

weekend. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted February 6 


Rockwell Anthony Schnabel, 

of California, to be Deputy Secretary of 
Commerce, vice Thomas Joseph Murrin, re- 
signed. 
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Hans M. Mark, 
of Texas, to be a member of the Board of 
Trustees of the Barry Goldwater Scholar- 
ship and Excellence in Education Founda- 
tion for a term expiring April 17, 1996 (re- 
appointment). 


Sandra Mills, 

of Wisconsin, to be a member of the Na- 
tional Advisory Council on Educational Re- 
search and Improvement for a term expir- 
ing September 30, 1993, vice William G. 
Goetz. 


Submitted February 7 


Robin J. Cauthron, 
of Oklahoma, to be U.S. District Judge for 
the Western District of Oklahoma, a new 
position created by P.L. 101-650, approved 
December 1, 1990. 


Richard D. Bennett, 

of Maryland, to be U.S. Attorney for the 
District of Maryland for the term of 4 years, 
vice Breckenridge L. Willcox, term expired. 


Maurice Owens Ellsworth, 

of Idaho, to be U.S. Attorney for the Dis- 
trict of Idaho for the term of 4 years (reap- 
pointment). 


Harry A. Rosenberg, 

of Louisiana, to be U.S. Attorney for the 
Eastern District of Louisiana for the term of 
4 years, vice John P. Volz, term expired. 


E. Montgomery Tucker, 

of Virginia, to be U.S. Attorney for the 
Western District of Virginia for the term of 
4 years, vice John P. Alderman, resigned. 


Ronald G. Woods, 

of Texas, to be U.S. Attorney for the South- 
ern District of Texas for the term of 4 
years, vice Henry K. Oncken, resigned. 


Stanford E. Parris, 

of Virginia, to be Administrator of the Saint 
Lawrence Seaway Development Corpora- 
tion for a term of 7 years, vice James L. 
Emery, term expired. 


The following named persons to be Direc- 
tors of the Federal Housing Finance Board 
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for the terms indicated, to which positions 
they were appointed during the last recess 
of the Senate: 


William C. Perkins, of Wisconsin, for a 
term of 1 year. 


Lawrence U. Costigilo, of New York, for a 
term of 3 years. 


Marilyn R. Seymann, of Arizona, for a 
term of 5 years. 


Daniel F. Evans, Jr., of Indiana, for a 
term of 7 years. 


The following named persons to be mem- 
bers of the Board of Directors of the Legal 
Services Corporation for the terms indicat- 
ed, to which positions they were appointed 
during the last recess of the Senate: 


For terms expiring July 13, 1992: 


J. Blakeley Hall, of Texas 

William Lee Kirk, Jr., of Florida 
Jo Betts Love, of Mississippi 

Guy V. Molinari, of New York 
Jeanine E. Wolbeck, of Minnesota 


For terms expiring July 13, 1993: 


Howard H. Dana, Jr., of Maine 

Luis Guinot, Jr., of Puerto Rico 
Penny L. Pullen, of Illinois 

Thomas D. Rath, of New Hampshire 
Basile J. Uddo, of Louisiana 

George W. Wittgraf, of Iowa 
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Health and Human Services Department, Na- 
tional Institutes of Health, Director—29 


Appointments and Nominations—Continued 
Housing and Urban Development Department, 
Assistant Secretary (Federal Housing Com- 
missioner)—6 
Ocean Shipping, Advisory Commission on Con- 
ferences in, member—31 
Securities Investor Protection Corporation, Di- 
rector—16 
Small Business Administration, Inspector Gen- 
eral—6 
State Department 
Ambassadors 
Djibouti—105 
Paraguay—31 
Senegal—99 
Zaire—61 
Under Secretary (Economic and Agricultural 
Affairs)—100 
Transportation Department, Saint Lawrence 
Seaway Development Corporation, Adminis- 
trator—18 
US. International 
member—54 
White House Office 
Associate Counsel to the President—18 
Deputy Assistant to the President for Ap- 
pointments and Scheduling—4 


Trade Commission, 


Bill Signings 


Iraq Resolution, Authorization for Use of Mili- 
tary Force Against—48 


Communications to Congress 


See also Bill Signings 
Aeronautics and space report, message—103 
Budget deferrals, message—21 
Bulgaria, trade with U.S., message—69 
Canada 
Fishery agreement with U.S., message—7 
Free trade agreement with U.S., message— 
97 
Cyprus conflict, letter—98 
Drug control strategy, message—103 
Egypt, cancellation of military debt, letter—1 
Hungary, trade with U.S., message—69 
International Space Year report, message—104 
Libya 
Continuation of the U.S. national emergency, 
letter—5 
Economic sanctions under the U.S. national 
emergency, message—34 
Mongolia, trade with U.S., message—72 





Administration of George Bush, 1991 


Communications to Congress—Continued 
Persian Gulf conflict 
President’s request for congressional sup- 
port—17 
Ready Reserve, activation—60 
Use of military force against Iraq, letters—50, 
59 
Population 
letter—6 
Soviet Union, trade with U:S., letter—2 


and apportionment _ statistics, 


Communications to Federal Agencies 


Bulgaria, trade with U.S., memorandum—69 

Egypt, cancellation of military debt, memoran- 
dum—1 

Mongolia, trade with U.S., memorandum—71 

Soviet Union, trade with U.S., memorandum— 


Executive Orders 


Bulgaria, trade with U.S., waiver—70 
Mongolia, trade with U.S., waiver—72 
National Nutrition Monitoring Advisory Coun- 
cil—77 
National Security Industrial Responsiveness— 
19 
Persian Gulf conflict 
Activation of the Ready Reserve—59 
Designation of Arabian Peninsula Areas, Air- 
space, and Adjacent Waters as a Combat 
Zone—67 
President’s Education Policy Advisory Commit- 
tee, extension—3 
Soviet Union, trade with U.S., waiver—2 


Interviews With the News Media 


News conferences 
January 9 (No. 68)—23 
January 12 (No. 69)—39 
anuary 18 (No. 70)—55 
ite House press corps 
Persian Gulf conflict 
Dutch support—89 
Greek support—96 
Iraq-U.S. discussions—7, 21 
Iraqi military actions—79 
Treatment of captured allied pilots—67 
Use of military force against Irag—53 
Republican Party leadership, meeting—74 
Soviet Union 
Postponement of Moscow summit—80 
Telephone conversation with President 
Gorbachev—32 


Letters and Messages 


Persian Gulf conflict 
Open letter to college students—30 


Letters and Messages—Continued 
Persian Gulf conflict—Continued 
Letter to Saddam Hussein—43 


Meetings With Foreign Leaders 


Egypt, Foreign Minister Meguid—89, 106 

Greece, Foreign Minister Samaras—96, 106 

Mongolia, President Ochirbat—70 

Netherlands, Foreign Minister 
Broek—89, 106 

Singapore, former Prime Minister Lee Kuan 
Yew—84 

Soviet Union, 
nykh—106 


Notices 


Van den 


Foreign Minister Bessmert- 


Libya, continuation of the U.S. national emer- 
gency—4 


Proclamations 
National Sanctity of Human Life Day—47 
Resignations and Retirements 


Agriculture Department, Secretary—75 
Small Business Administration, Administrator— 
68 


Statements by the President 


Federal budget agreement, House of Repre- 
sentatives action—7 

Persian Gulf conflict 
Allied military action—50 
Iraq-U.S. discussions—5 

Small Business Administration, resignation of 
Susan Engeleiter as Administrator—68 


Statements Other Than Presidential 


Arabian Peninsula, designation as a combat 
zone—68 
El Salvador, conditional release of military 
aid—49 
Liberia, U.S. assistance—29 
Operation Desert Shield, incremental costs—34 
Persian Gulf conflict 
Allied military action—50 
Conversation with U.N. Secretary-General 
Perez de Cuellar—31 
Iraqi missile attacks on Israel, U.S. response— 
54 
Iraqi missile attacks on Israel and Saudi 
Arabia, confirmation—54 
Letter to Saddam Hussein—43 
Ready Reserve, activation—60 
Strategic Petroleum Reserve—52 
Turkey, deployment of NATO forces—3 
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